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JOHN CAMPBELL 


Welcome 


maller gardens have to work hard. They must provide 

so much, from spaces to grow plants to places to sit 

and eat, as well as somewhere to store all the tools and 

paraphernalia we gardeners accumulate, and, if we are 
lucky, areas to relax, to cook, and for the kids to play. These days 
we might even want to wedge in a home office or gym down the 
end, which muscles in even more on our outdoor real estate. As 
well as this, because we look out on that postage-stamp-sized 
space the whole time, we want it to look good, all year round. 

It’s a tall order, and a perennial conundrum, but something 
we are here to help you resolve with our Small Garden issue, full 
of inspiration for how to make the most of what you've got. Take 
a leaf out of designer Matt Keightley’s book and move the eating 
and seating area further down the garden (page 64); reconsider 
what opportunities your front garden offers (page 68); find ways 
to embrace the shade that is such a feature of many city gardens 
(page 74); or commit to getting rid of the lawn in favour 
of a soothing, green scheme (page 84). 

Also this issue, we find out how one gardener moved an entire 
garden of plants to a new home (page 30); get tips from a designer 
on how to refresh the planting in an old border (page 50); learn 
how to grow those most statuesque of succulents, aeoniums 
(page 42); and discover what nobody tells you about drought- 
tolerant planting in the UK (page 58). 
And if all that wasn’t enough to get you 
excited about late summer, we've also 
got the best gardens to visit for free in 


the summer holidays (page 90). Enjoy. 


Ce puawie Mahon 


STEPHANIE MAHON, EDITOR 
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& USTAINABILITY 


Liontrust GF Sustainable Future US Growth Fund 
will invest in some of the world’s most innovative 
companies. The Fund will have a mid-cap bias, seek 
to benefit from the growth potential of sustainability 
in the US and be differentiated from the index and 
other US funds. The 17-strong Liontrust Sustainable 
Investment team has a track record of more than two 
decades investing sustainably in the US. 


Past performance is not a guide to future performance. This advertisement 
should not be construed as advice for investment. Do remember that the 
value of an investment and the income from it can fall as well as rise and 


you may not get back the amount originally invested. 


For more information visit us at 


liontrust.co.uk/us 


CAPITAL AT RISK 


This is an advertising document approved and issued by Liontrust Fund Partners LLP (2 Savoy Court, London, WC2R OEZ), authorised and 
regulated in the UK by the Financial Conduct Authority (FRN 518165). Before making an investment, you should familiarise yourself with 
the different types of specific risks associated with the GF Sustainable Future US Growth Fund at www.liontrust.co.uk. 
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her top ten plants for August 
Plantsman Nick Bailey explains 
how to use and care for 
these dramatic succulents 

58  Drought-tolerant plants: 
Even with hotter, drier 
summers, UK gardeners still 
face challenges when growing 
drought-tolerant plants. Three 
experts give their advice 


gardensillustrated.com] AUGUST 2023 


People 
41 Gardening talent Meet Ed Edge, 


the gardener heading up work 
on the Four Seasons Garden at 
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* Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital edition of 
Gardens Illustrated — page 24] 


* Gardens Illustrated readers can 
save on the cost of attending the 
International Meeting of the 
Landscape and Garden conference 


in Bergamo, Italy* — 


tLimited to the first 20 readers who 
sign up 


Subscriber copies of Gardens 
Illustrated are now delivered 

in paper wrapping instead of 
recyclable plastic polywrap. 
This paper wrap is 100% recyclable 
and made from sustainably 
sourced paper. Please recycle 
in your kerbside recycling 

bin. We would love to hear your 
feedback, please contact us at 
paperwrap@immediate.co.uk 
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James Basson 
James lives in the South of France where he runs Scape Design, a practice 
specialising in low-maintenance and dry gardens. He is a fervent advocate 
for creating sustainable landscapes. The winner of four Chelsea Gold 
medals, he was awarded Best in Show in 2017. 


Fergus Garrett 
Fergus was appointed head gardener at Great Dixter by Christopher Lloyd 
in 1993. He is passionate about passing on his knowledge through student 
programmes at Dixter and worldwide lectures. He was awarded an RHS 
Associate of Honour in 2008 and an RHS Victoria Medal of Honour in 2019. 


Anna Pavord 
Anna’s books include her bestseller The Tulip and most recently 
Landskipping. For 30 years she was The Independent's gardening 
correspondent. In 2000 the RHS awarded her the Veitch 
Memorial Medal. She lives and gardens in Dorset. 


Dan Pearson 
Dan is one of the UK’s best-known garden designers. Eight of his gardens, 
including the Tokachi Millennium Forest in Japan, have won awards and he 
was awarded Best in Show for his garden at Chelsea in 2015. He was awarded 
an OBE in the 2022 New Year Honours for services to horticulture. 


OLIVE OIL 
Sarah Price 


Sarah is one of the UK’s most sought-after garden designers who gained 
worldwide recognition for her designs for the 2012 London Olympic Park. 

She won Gold at Chelsea in 2012, 2018 and 2023, and was GMG Garden 

Columnist of the Year in 2016 for her design series in Gardens Illustrated. 
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ANDRO TEAR 


ALESS 


DIGIN 


What's new, what's growing and what's going on this month 


NEWS COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR 


Music to our ears 


For opera lovers, there are few summer tickets hotter than those for the Glyndebourne Festival, but music is not the only 
draw of this opera house in East Sussex. The extensive gardens, in which visitors can promenade and picnic before each 
performance, are a treat. Cared for by a talented team led by head gardener Kevin Martin, they feature richly planted borders, 
arose garden, and now a shop that offers a range of high-end gardening products including Niwaki tools, Sussex trugs, plants, 
pots and books (above). Many items are also available online. Normally, the gardens are open only to opera ticket holders, 


but there’s a chance to explore them on 2-3 September with a £10 day ticket/glyndebourne.com 
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Talking point 


OUTSIDE THE BOX 


The caterpillar of the box-tree 
moth, Cydalima perspectalis, has 
been munching its way through 
UK hedges and topiary for more 
than a decade, making it the bane 
of some gardeners ' lives. Nowa 
new product, Box T Pro Press 
from Fargro, looks as though it 
could finally stop the moth. 

It works by mimicking the 
pheromones secreted by female 
moths, which confuses male 
moths and disrupts their mating 
cycle. But how effective is it? 

Chris Poole (above), former 
chairman of the European 
Boxwood and Topiary Society, 
recently trialled Box T Pro Press 
at the National Trust’s Ham 
House in Surrey with promising 
results. “The trial at Ham House 
worked well,” he said, “giving 
about an 80 per cent reduction 
in visible damage to hedges and 
cones across the property. 

“From my experience so far, 
the Box T Pro Press product 
seems to be a useful addition to 
the tools available to combat 
damage to the beautiful box 
hedges and topiaries in gardens 
across the country.” 

Currently it’s only available for 
professional use, and with a price 
tag of £292 for 250 doses, it could 
be an expensive solution. 


To find out more from Chris 
Poole about Box T Pro Press 
scan the QR code below with 
your phone’s camera or head to 
gardensillustrated.com/boxprot 
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DESIGN 


Green spaces at the Barbican podium — the raised ground level of the Grade II-listed 
Brutalist complex in central London — are set to increase after the City of London 
Corporation received planning consent for phase two of its landscape-led plans. Nigel 
Dunnett, who designed the planting for phase one, and is again collaborating on the 
planting proposals, has said this new phase will result in a 70 per cent increase in green 
areas and a 235 per cent biodiversity net gain. Find out more at/news.cityoflondon.gov.uk 


INSIDE OUT 


Brighten up your outdoor sofas 

= and chairs with Clarke & Clarke's 
> new range of sun- and stain- 

> resistant fabrics that look as 

2 fabulous indoors as out. The 

« Alfresco collection features 

= lpopular designs that range 
from plain fabrics and deckchair 
stripes to floral designs, 
including passion flowers and 

+ Monstera leaves. Prices start 

< at £46 per metre|clarke-clarke. 


° |sandersondesigngroup.com 


DIG IN NEWS 


Beautiful blooms 


Novelist Penelope Lively has won prizes for both her 
adult and children’s books, but now the keen gardener 
has been honoured with a David Austin rose (Shown 
left). The pink Rosa Penelope Lively (=‘Ausb18a15’) joins 
another new rose, R. Dannahue ( = ‘Ausa6b15'), named 
for ‘The Black Gardener’ Dannahue ‘Danny’ Clarke. This 
apricot rose (above) can be grown in containers and is 
perfect for city gardens. Last year Danny co-designed 
the Hands Off Mangrove Chelsea show garden for 
Grow2Know, and £10,000 from sales of his rose will go 
to supporting the organisation. Both roses are available 
now in pots for £33.50, or as bareroot roses from 
November for £26 |davidaustinroses.co.uk 


JONATHAN BUCKLEY, DAVID AUSTIN 


Stately change 


The grounds at Blenheim Palace in 
Oxfordshire are set to undergo their biggest 
transformation in more than 100 years under 
new plans by head gardener Andy Mills. His 
ten-year vision will see many lost features 
reinstated, including excavating ponds in the 
Walled Garden and the Rose Garden, planting 
new herbaceous beds along Churchill's walk 
and building a brand new rockery and 
accessible entrance above the Water 
Terraces./blenheimpalace.com 


WHAT TO DO w.. AUGUST 


RHS Garden Rosemoor 

Flower Show Browse 

a range of plant stalls 

© and enjoy fascinating 
demonstrations. Friday 

Ais August — Sunday 

§ 20 August. llam-5pm. 

From £10. Great 


Shropshire Petal Fields 
Explore acres of flower 
fields in bloom. Friday 

§ 4 August - Sunday 

13 August. 10am-5pm. 
£8.95. Shropshire 

Petal Fields, Newport, 
Shropshire TF10 9AZ. 


Introduction to Paving 
Learn how to lay paving 
on this one-day course. 
Saturday 12 August. 
9.30am-4.30pm. £180. 
» Task Academy, Lower 
End Farm, Lower End, 
Birlingham, Pershore, 


LUCY REBECCA PHOTO 


Tel 01952 691553, ~ Worcestershire WR10 Torrington, Devon 
shropshireflower 3AD. Tel 07776 408026, EX38 8PH. Tel 01805 
field.co.uk taskacademy.co.uk| za » 624067|rhs.org.ukl 
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DIG IN NEWS 


ROBOT MOWERS 


You can find lots more 
events to enjoy this 
summer by going to our 
online diary. Scan this 
QR code with your 
phone camera or go to 
gardensillustrated. 

¥ |com/events 


COMPACT 
STIHL iMow RMI 422 Robotic Lawnmower, 
£949, Sam Turner & Sons, 
01609 772422 |sam-turner.co.uk 


On course for success 


Don’t miss the chance to brush up on your gardening skills under the tutelage of 
Sissinghurst’s head gardener Troy Scott Smith. Starting on 11 September, Troy is 
leading a new informal course, suitable for gardeners of all levels, that will cover 
topics such as propagating, sowing, cuttings, bulb planting, pruning and feeding, 
all in the lovely setting of Dorset Walled Garden. Held on five separate Mondays 
(10am-4pm), spread across nine months until June 2024, the full course costs 


£900. To book or find out more, visitidorsetwalledgarden.co.uk SMALL SPACE 
Mission Nano 600, 


£832.50 +VAT, Kress, 
kress.com| 


= 


ros 


AUTONOMOUS 
STIGAA 1500, 
£3,086, STIGA, 
0800 669 6326,|stiga.com 


To find more of our choice 
of the best robot mowers, 
scan this QR code with 
your phone camera, or visit 
gardensillustrated.com/ 
robotmowers 


Growing gold 


If you still need convincing that cutting peat from your compost is no barrier to 
growing fabulous plants, take a look at the new peat-free compost mix from the 
doyenne of abundant, colourful planting, Sarah Raven. Made from a blend of FSC- 
certified wood fibres, coir and a mix of nutrients to boost growth, the Sarah Raven 
Peat-Free Compost is available now priced £11.95 for a 40L bag |sarahraven.com 
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swimming ponds 


Come and swim at one of our five swimming pond open days this summer. See|gartenart.co.uk 


“The investment we made here — we often say it’s one of the 
best things we’ve ever done. We really love it, even if you’re 
not swimming it’s still a thing of beauty in all seasons.” 


Neale and Denise Pybus — East Sussex 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 112 Screenworks, 22 Highbury Grove, london N5 2EF 


020 7183 3333 
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HANDMADE ORNAMENTAL STONE WORK 
FOR GARDENS OF DISTINCTION 


DIG IN SHOPPING 


KIT TED OUT 


For al fresco dining 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR AND NIKI GOSS 


1. Forno Corten Steel Gap 200 Wood-Fired Pizza Oven, £2,100, 01423 618040,jurbangrow.co.uk|2. Veeva Outdoor Cushions, monstera or eucalyptus print, 
£15.99, 0800 988 1286,/beanbagbazaar.co.uk|3. Wire Basket, £17.50, 0345 092 0283,|sarahraven.com|4. Koziol Monstera 16pc Outdoor Tableware 
Set, £96.99, 0800 270 7591}|souschef.co.uk|5. Indoor & Outdoor Roll Bar Trolley, teak and lava grey aluminium, £1,080, |cane-line.co.uk|6. Vintage Wooden 
Cutlery Serving Set, £56, 01276 451077|rowenandwren.co.uk|7. Gavivi Mango Wood Cake Stand, £75,|nkuku.com|8. Weatherproof Barlooon Lampion 
Outdoor Light, white, yellow and turquoise, small (@30cm), €155 each |barlooon.com 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


1. Falcon Enamelware Limited Edition Set, 3 pint jug, tumbler and mini tumbler in limited edition spring green 
or oyster grey, £48, 020 7837 9749 ]falconenamelware.com|2. Cotton Canvas Project Apron, stone green, £65|toa.st] 
3. Natural Outdoor Candle, citronella and lemongrass, £35,|[madekind.co.uk}4. Outdoor & Indoor Cut Bar Table, 
£1,275, and Cut Bar Chair, High, £510 each|cane-line.co.uk|5. Grande Teapot 1400nIl, £58,Juk.avantcha.com 
6. Cement Parasol Base Anakeina, £78.95|sklum.com]7. Katto Hand Forged Barbecue Tool Set, £135]toa.st! 
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For more tips on stylish 
outdoor dining scan 

this QR code with your 
phone camera, or visit 
gardensillustrated.com/ 
alfresco 


Call 01604 770711 Visit 


HADDONSTONE 


BUPLEURUM FRUTICOSUM 


temperatures, this stalwart, 
Mediterranean shrub makes a first-rate 
choice for well-drained soil, where it will 
form a large, evergreen dome adorned 
with a mass of chartreuse umbels in late 
summer. A light prune in early spring keeps 
it compact, but it also responds well to 

a hard prune if it has become rangy or 
was damaged by cold weather. Propagate 
by seed or semi-ripe cuttings taken in 
midsummer. We also grow B. falcatum, 
a short-lived perennial, which is allowed 
to self-seed in our Gravel Garden. 


> = 
Impervious to drought and scorching 
e 


Height and spread 1.5-2m x 1.5-2.5m. 
Origin Mediterranean region. 
Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun. 
Drought tolerant. 

Hardiness RHS H4'. 

Season of interest Flowers: July — 
September; foliage year round. 
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*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society.tHardiness ratings given where available. 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


August plants 


With high summer in full swing, Asa Gregers-Warg is drawn to cool blues and soft 
yellows, but enjoys the drama of dark foliage and the regal presence ofa tall eucalyptus 


PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD BLOOM 


Asa Gregers-Warg is head 
gardener at Beth Chatto’s 
Plants and Gardens in 
Essex(bethchatto.co.uk] 


SAMBUCUS NIGRA F. 
PORPHYROPHYLLA ‘EVA 


When it comes to dark foliage plants, I 
tend to prefer using dusky hues or, in this 
case, finely cut foliage, as it gives the shrub 
a lighter appearance. I find the dramatic 
foliage of this elder, along with its pinkish 
flowers, works equally well with a soft 
colour palette, as it does with hot, strong 
tones. S. racemosa ‘Sutherland Gold’ is a 
choice yellow-foliaged elder, while the 
green-leaved S. nigra subsp. canadensis 
‘Maxima’ produces enormous, beautiful 
creamy heads. Where space is limited, 
they can be pruned hard in spring. AGM. 


Height and spread 3m x 2m. 
Origin Garden (Species Europe). 
Conditions Tolerant of most soils; 
full sun for best foliage colour. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 4a-7b. 
Season of interest Foliage: May — 
September; flowers: May — June. 


PONTEDERIA CORDATA HYDRANGEA MACROPHYLLA 


‘AYESHA’ 


A handsome plant for shallow water, 
where its thick rhizomes quickly form 
a dense colony of lush, green, somewhat 
heart-shaped leaves, presenting a great 
sanctuary for wildlife. In a small pond 
the spread can be controlled by using 
an aquatic pot. In high summer, 
tightly packed, deep-blue flower spikes 
rise just above the foliage, each flower 
embellished with two small yellow 
spots as a guide for pollinators. 

To protect the crown from cold in 
winter, make sure it sits 5-7-m below 
the water’s surface. AGM”*. 


With our low rainfall, there are only 

a few spots in the garden where the soil is 
suited to growing hydrangeas. Our soil is 
slightly acidic in places, so the flowers of 
this old cultivar, said to be a mutation 

of H. macrophylla ‘Joseph Banks’, are soft 
lilac-blue, and treasured for their distinct 
in-curved petals. We also have a lovely 
H. aspera Villosa Group, with its furry 
leaves and mauve lacecap heads, which 
was given to Beth by her good friend 
Christopher Lloyd of Great Dixter. Cut 
off old flowerheads in spring, back to a 
strong bud, and remove any weak stems. 
Height and spread 1-1.5m x 50cm-1m 
(eventually wider). 

Origin North and South America. 
Conditions Marginal aquatic; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 3a-10b. 
Season of interest Flowers: July — 
September; foliage: June — September. 


Height and spread 1.5-1.8m x 1.5-1.8m. 
Origin Garden (Species Japan). 
Conditions Well-drained, humus-rich 
soil; dappled shade to full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 
Season of interest July - September. 
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EUCALYPTUS DALRYMPLEANA 


A magnificent focal point all year 
round, with its regal presence and 
patchwork bark. But it’s after the yearly 
ritual of shedding that it looks the most 
magical, as the smooth creamy-white 
trunk is revealed — the peeled-off bark 
strips make excellent kindling. The 
mountain gum’s fast-growing nature 
makes it prone to wind throw, as Beth 
once experienced when a couple of 
young but top-heavy trees blew over. 
To avoid a similar fate, shelter from 
strong winds and plant small trees, 
rather than large specimens. AGM. 


Height and spread 15m x 4-8m inten 
years; eventually twice the height. 
Origin Australia. 

Conditions Well-drained soil; full 

sun. Drought tolerant. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 8a-10b. 
Season of interest Year round. 


LOBELIA SIPHILITICA 


A great clump-forming perennial, with 
brilliant-blue flowers held on stiff spikes 
over a long period in late summer. I’ve 
paired it with Carex elata ‘Aurea and I'm 
considering adding a few Salvia uliginosa 
behind the golden sedge, to repeat the 
azure colour. The blue cardinal flower 
prefers moist soil and dappled shade but 
appears less finicky than other lobelias 
we've grown. However, it does not like 
competition from its neighbours and 
benefits from being divided every three 
to four years, to keep the plant healthy. 

I find it easy to build up new stock by 
letting it self-seed. 


Height and spread 60-90cm x 30-45cm. 
Origin Eastern USA, Canada. 

Conditions Most moisture-retentive 
soils; full sun or dappled shade. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 
Season of interest July — September. 


CHASMANTHIUM 
LATIFOLIUM 


Beautiful in dried arrangements. I keep 

a small vase of it on my desk, where the 
lightest breeze from an open window 
makes the flattened, dangling seedheads 
dance and twirl. It’s a grass to admire up 
close - I love how the green spikelets 
gradually become suffused with purple- 
bronze hues in late summer, then fading 
to a light tan — so bear this in mind when 
you position it. Adaptable and shade 
tolerant, though I find it more floriferous 
when given some sun (so long as the soil 
isn’t too dry), with foliage that resembles 
a small bamboo. Cut back in early spring. 


Height and spread 1m x 60cm. 

Origin Canada, USA, northern Mexico. 
Conditions Moist but well-drained soil: 
sun to dappled shade. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 
Season of interest June — November. 


Places 
to visit 


Asa's recommendations 
for places to see 
seasonal plants 

at their best 


Be sure to check opening 
times. Some garden visits 
may need to be pre-booked 


Many great gardens have 
inauspicious beginnings. 
When Beth Chatto and 
her fruit-farmer husband 
Andrew first arrived here 
at Elmstead Market in 
the early 1960s, what has 
become the Beth Chatto 
Gardens was just a piece of 
wasteland surrounded by 
Andrew's apple orchards. 
Asimilar story lies behind 
the enchanting York Gate 
Garden a few miles north 
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of Leeds. Often hailed as 
one of the finest small 
gardens in the country, it 
was acquired by amateur 
gardeners Frederick and 
Sybil Spencer in 1951. At 
the time, it was nothing 
but a house surrounded 

by farmland, but with 
remarkable skill, Frederick 
and Sybil (and later their 
son Robin, who was 
responsible for much of the 
garden's design) used hard 


landscaping, topiary and 
carefully placed hedges to 
give the garden its strong 
architectural elements and 
bone structure. Strongly 
influenced by Arts and 
Crafts gardens such as 
Hidcote, they divided the 
one acre into a series 
of interlinked garden 
rooms, and added focal 
points and vistas. 

After Sybil’s death in 
1994, the garden was gifted 


to Perennial, a charity 
dedicated to supporting 
people who work in 
horticulture, which now 
owns and manages the 
garden. What makes this 
garden so unique is the 
level of aesthetic vision, 
plantsmanship and 
attention to detail, which 
continues to this day. York 
Gate Garden manages to 
feel timeless, yet fresh, 
brimming with exquisite 


HYLOTELEPHIUM TELEPHIUM 


‘“KARFUNKELSTEIN’ 


A superb selection by Ernst Pagels, the 
renowned German nurseryman behind 
many of my favourite perennials. It has 

a compact habit and dusky-purple leaves, 
topped with clusters of rosy-pink flowers. 
H. José Aubergine’ is a great dark-leaved 
alternative, while the stunning H. ‘Red 
Cauli’, raised by Graham Gough of 
Marchants Hardy Plants, is leggier but 
has vibrant red flowers. It has a tendency 
to splay, so we give it a Chelsea chop to 
keep plants compact and bushy. AGM. 


Height and spread 40-50cm x 40cm. 
Origin Garden (species Asia, Europe 
and North America). 

Conditions Well-drained soil; full 

sun. Drought tolerant. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 
Season of interest Flowers: August — 
September; foliage: all summer. 


THALIA DEALBATA 


I can’t imagine our Water Garden without 


this striking architectural marginal plant. 
We grow it for its fabulous paddle-shaped 
foliage, and remove the violet flowers 
spikes before they open, as they can be 

a death trap for smaller insects, who get 
stuck while looking for nectar. Rising 

out of the shallow parts of our ponds, the 
large blue-green leaves are covered in a 
water-repellent, powdery white coating. 
Held on long stalks, they add height and 
interest throughout most of the year, even 
in winter as the leaves dry to brown. 


Height and spread 1.5-2.5m x 50cm-1m. 
Origin Southern USA. 

Conditions Marginal aquatic; full sun 

or partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H2, USDA 6a-10b. 
Season of interest Foliage: June — 
December (keep dried leaves standing 
over winter); flowers: July - September. 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


PANICUM VIRGATUM 
‘CHEYENNE SKY’ 


The foliage of this eye-catching switch 
grass starts off bluish-green in spring. As 
the season progress, the leaves take on a 
purplish-red tinge, starting at the tip and 
gradually becoming more conspicuous 
with age, topped by airy sprays of 
fawn-brown blooms in summer. Its 
compact size makes it ideal for the front 
of the border or containers. P. virgatum 
‘Shenandoah’ is similar, but slightly taller, 
while the delicate burgundy panicles of 
P. virgatum ‘Squaw’, add a wonderful 
airiness to floral arrangements. Cut back 
to near ground level in early spring. 


Height and spread 80cm x 40cm. 
Origin Garden (Species North America). 
Conditions Any ordinary soil; full sun for 
best foliage colour. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season of interest August — October. 


plant combinations and 
inspiration. York Gate 
Garden, Back Church Lane, 
Adel, Leeds, West Yorkshire 
LS16 8DW. Tel 0113 267 
8240, |perennial.org.uk/ 
igarden/york-gate-garden 
At the other end of the 
spectrum, when it comes 
to size, is the enormous 
garden created by Graham 
Robeson and Alan Gray at 
their home, East Ruston 
Old Vicarage Garden, not 


far from the northeast 
Norfolk coast. Boasting a 
staggering 32 acres — | find 
the seven-and-a-half acres 
of gardens at Beth Chatto's 
more than enough for a 
small team of gardeners — 
they started from scratch 
with a blank canvas when 
they purchased their home 
in 1973. Known for their 
exuberant planting style 
and sometimes theatrical 
design, it’s clear the owners 


enjoy experimenting, and 
have fun with their different 
garden rooms. To mark 
their 50th anniversary at 
the Old Vicarage, Alan and 
Graham have announced 
that they will also be leaving 
the house and garden to the 
charity Perennial in their 
wills. Don't miss the 

plant fair on Saturday 

9 September, 10am- 
4.30pm. East Ruston Old 
Vicarage, Norwich, Norfolk 


NR12 9HN. Tel 01692 
650432, eastruston 
oldvicarage.co.uk| 

| have a soft spot for 
sanguisorbas, so a visit to 
Avondale Nursery on the 
outskirts of Coventry is 
always a treat. Not only 
does the nursery hold the 
National Collection of 
Sanguisorba, but its Library 
Garden gives you the 
opportunity to see and 
compare the plants they 


grow and sell, side by side. 
Avondale Nursery, Mill Hill, 
Baginton, Warwickshire 
CV8 3AG. Tel 07367 590620, 
avondalenursery.co.uk 
Literally next door 
to Avondale is David 
Cheshire Nurseries, 
which sells bonsai and 
a small but interesting 
selection of choice shrubs 
and trees. Tel 07584 
991975, davidcheshire 
Inurseries.co.uk 
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GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


: -plots pack 
with hacks and, ©" 
ispirational ideas 


deg 


ARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


G 


A must-have read for 
passionate gardeners, 
Gardens Illustrated 
magazine provides 
a unique insight 
into the world’s most 
beautiful gardens, 
expert advice and 
planting ideas. 


ENJOY OUR 
PREMIUM APP 
EXPERIENCE 
NOW 


Moving pictures 


é Download on the 
@ App Store 
> Google play 


ea Available on 


kindle fire 


Keder is NOT made 
e wrap! 


yew kedergreenhouse co 


Our unique cladding system: 
Diffuses light to protect your plants 
Retains heat, reducing your costs 
Can be walked on (please dont try this at home !) 
Withstands all weathers for decades 


Supported by structural steel frame 


PLANT SUPPORTS 
€F Garden Artefacts . 
Made in England ede Greenhouses redesigned with galvanised, structural steal ram 


: x : Get 10 years mente of mind with Keder 
Beautiful designs for perennials, roses, shrubs & climbers 
Keder Greenhouse Limited 
www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk N own, Offenham, Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 8 
Tel 0) | 773 550495 Phone: 01386 49094 email: sales@kedergreenhouse.co.uk 


www.kedergreenhouse.co.uk 
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ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA 

September 2023 — beg July 2024 BOOKING NOW 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural 
techniques. Practical sessions held at Arundel Castle under the guidance of head gardener Martin 
Duncan and at Sandhill Farm House, Rogate. Lectures by many leading gardening personalities and 
regular visits to outstanding private gardens. Students also learn to draw up planting plans. 

(1 day a week (Tues), | 0.30am—3. 1 5pm, over three terms) 


THE ESSENTIAL GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA 

January — March 2024 BOOKING NOW 

Based at the Chelsea Physic Garden and led by Rosemary Alexander and architect Catriona 

Rowbotham, the course is an overview of Garden Design, covering all the elements needed to rethink 

an average garden. Taking students step by step through site surveying, using the grid, horizontal and 

vertical features, garden layouts and planting plans, costing and specification, plus drawing tuition and t 

homework on design and plant portfolios. Tutors are well respected in the industry and will guide Photo: R Alexander 
students on how to succeed in this diverse profession. 

(2 days a week (Wed & Thu), !0.30am—3.1 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 


GARDENING FOR BEGINNERS 

4 days Wednesday & Thursday | 7/18 April & 24/25 April 2024 

One of our most popular courses, led by master horticulturist Ben Pope, which aims to take each 
student through all the practical elements of caring for a garden from soil, tools, maintenance, seed 
sowing and propagating, weed control and pests and diseases. The first 3 days will be spent with 
lectures at the Chelsea Physic Garden and the final day will be spent gaining practical experience in 


Rosemary Alexander’s much praised garden near Petersfield and another private garden nearby, where 
Ben is in charge. Participants will be given a chance to prune, plant, sow seeds and regular maintenance 
tasks will be discussed. A light lunch and refreshments will be provided daily. 


GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN 

Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world Long established as the leader in gardening tuition 
A stepping stone to a new career. These two correspondence courses are a step by step guide to either Based at the unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden 
designing your own garden or learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, 

hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by month tasks etc. Taught through a comprehensive course 

book, with projects submitted to us. (/-3 years to complete and individual assessment) follow us on Instagram (6) 


DIG IN WISE WORDS 


SOMETHING 
NEW 


As our climate changes, a host of new 
flora and fauna are likely to find their 
way into our gardens. Ken Thompson 
looks at the buzz surrounding two new 
species of bee, and wonders what else 
might soon arrive on these shores 


ILLUSTRATION JILL CALDER 


ne of the inevitable consequences of climate change is 
there are now many more species on the move, even 
without human assistance. Thus in Britain, new species 
arrive from Europe continually, and gardeners with an 
interest in wildlife are often among the first to notice. 
Colonisation can be a gradual process. New species of 
mobile animals, such as moths and bees, arrive here all the time, but it’s only 
when they establish a permanent breeding population that we decide to call 
them new residents. But how well do we know what was here in the first place? 
For example, another one or two species have been added to our 650-700 
species of spider every year since the 1950s. Most of these are assumed to be 
previously overlooked natives, although a lot of the time no one really knows. 


A tale of two bees 

In the UK, we had only 26 native species of bumblebees, two of which 
have been lost from Britain since 1900. Several bumblebees are found 

in Europe, but not in Britain, and one that always looked like it probably 
ought to be here is the tree bumblebee, Bombus hypnorum. The tree > 
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DIG IN WISE WORDS 


> bumblebee is found throughout much of Europe, it seems to like 
gardens, and it generally became more abundant during the 20th century. 
So no one was very surprised when a specimen was captured on the 
northern edge of the New Forest in 2001. 

After that first sighting, the tree bumblebee spread rapidly, with 
the first records from Wales in 2009, from Scotland in 2013 and Ireland 
in 2014. I saw it for the first time in my old Sheffield garden in 2010, 
and by 2015 it was the commonest bumblebee in the neighbourhood. 

British bumblebees generally nest in holes in the ground, or on 
the surface in tussocky grassland, but the tree bumblebee nests in holes 
in trees and is particularly fond of nest boxes provided for birds. Your 
local blue tits might be annoyed by that, but I wouldn't worry — like 
all bumblebees, B. hypnorum is a useful pollinator and completely 
harmless as long as you leave them alone. 

You almost certainly have tree bumblebees in your garden, and 
fortunately they look nothing like our native bees, with a ginger 
thorax, black abdomen and white tail - a bit like a furry mint humbug. 

Unlike honeybees and bumblebees, most of the bees in the UK are 
solitary, often quite small and not always easy to identify. But there is 
one solitary bee in particular that you are unlikely to have missed if 
you've ever been on holiday to southern Europe, and which also 
illustratesthe difficulty of knowing when a species has become a genuine 
UK resident. Xylocopa violacea, the violet carpenter bee, is a large black, 
shiny bee, about the size of a large queen bumblebee, with iridescent 
violet-blue wings. 

The violet carpenter bee has been spreading northward in Europe, 
and occasional interlopers have often crossed the Channel. Carpenter 
bees nest in wood such as dead trees, felled timber and fence posts, so 
it may also arrive in imported timber. The female bee uses its powerful 
mandibles to excavate a tunnel, then lays eggs in cells, which are stocked 
with nectar and pollen. Like other solitary bees, when nesting is finished 
the female leaves the larvae to develop on their own. Adult bees may 
hibernate in hollow trees or similar sites. 

For nearly 20 years now, there have been sporadic reports of carpenter 
bees overwintering or even breeding in Britain, and there seems no 
doubt it’s on its way to becoming a resident species, if it isn’t already. 

It's worth keeping a look out for it there’s nothing else like it in Britain. 
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The wasp spider has been 
moving north and west in 
Europe for at least a century, 
almost certainly in response 
toa warming climate, and 
young spiderlings can travel 
hundreds of kilometres 


by ballooning 


A new spider 
Something else worth looking out for is the wasp 
spider (Argiope bruennichi). Many spiders are 
a nightmare to identify, but this one is big and 
completely unmistakable, and also builds an 
unusual orb web, with a zigzag band of silk down 
the middle. This European spider was first recorded 
in East Sussex in 1922 and has been slowly 
extending its range ever since. 

The wasp spider has been moving north 
and west in Europe for at least a century, 
almost certainly in response to a warming 
climate, and young spiderlings can travel hundreds 
of kilometres by ballooning (travelling on the 
wind on sail-like webs they have spun), so it 
could easily have got here on its own. If it did, 
that means it’s now technically a new British 
native. On the other hand, there are claims of 
at least one human introduction, and it seems 
to have spread from at least three centres of 
introduction, so maybe it arrived by both 
means? Either way, it’s obviously here to stay. 


Room for one more? 

Of all the species lurking just across the Channel, 
which one do I wish would successfully establish 
here? Well, my favourite would have to be the 
European tree frog. It has established a few short- 
lived populations in the wild (probably escaped 
pets), and a few optimists suggest it’s actually 

a long-lost British native. It’s also dead cute. 
Definitely one to watch for the future. 0 


« Dr Ken Thompson is a plant ecologist and 
myth buster, who is known for his scientific 

and practical approach to gardening. He is 
author of books on invasive species, biodiversity, 
wildlife gardening, weeds and compost making. 
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CORDLESS POWER. 


BY STIHL. 


ONE BATTERY. MANY TOOLS. 


Long working times, plenty of power and easy to use. Whether it’s 
mowing, sawing, trimming or clearing, the STIHL AK System has the 
flexibility to take on any challenge - all thanks to an interchangeable 


battery that can be used with any tool in the range. 


Find out more at|shop.stihl.co.ukjor your local STIHL Approved Dealer. 


Moving pictures 


The garden of designer Jelle Grintjes is a dynamic display of creative plant 


combinations, which he moved plant by plant from his previous home 
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GARDEN INTERNATIONAL 


IN BRIEF 


What A naturalistic, perennial garden. 
Where The Netherlands. 

Size 5,000 square metres. 

Soil Heavy clay, top-dressed 

with 10cm sand. 

Climate Temperate. 

Hardiness zone USDA 8. 
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ee > The sniall brick terrace in front of 
Jelle’s house offers.views out over: & . 


rahe ip «while creating a feeling of immersion 
sin-the'plants, which include Verbena > =~ -~* 
be Sy 6 Officinalis var. grandiflora ‘Bampton’ SS 
aye) ; Nn S040 ee » sand Verbascum bombyciferum...~ 
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GARDEN INTERNATIONAL 


n 2020, garden designer Jelle Grintjes and his wife decided as Australia. “I thought, if people are coming from so far to see 
to move from a small terraced house in the centre of town my garden, maybe I should make a bigger one to offer them more. 
to a larger property on the outskirts. Unusually, this also I talked about it with my wife, and we decided to take this big step’ 
meant relocating a 1,400 square-metre perennial garden The move was a gamble. They weren't sure if people would visit a 
that Jelle had made nearby. Hed approached his local new garden, and they faced the huge challenge of transplanting the 
municipality in 2013 about renting some disused land perennials, grasses and bulbs from the previous space. 
in front of his house. “The idea was to make a garden for His new garden, originally the meadow of a nearby farm, sits on 
myself as an experiment, to try different combinations and heavy clay, so Jelle’s first task was to add a 10cm layer of sand across 
see if it would work,’ he says. The municipality agreed, but on one the site. This helps control the weeds but has also opened up 
condition — he had to make the garden public. the soil and makes it easier for plants to self-seed. 
That garden soon became an important showcase for his work. Arriving at the parking area beside the house, 
Visitor numbers grew quickly, with people coming from as far afield there is a small seating terrace anda gravel > 
To continue turn tofpag 
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Jelle has brought cohesion to the 
scheme for the border in front.of 


the house through the repeat 
planting of some.5,000 Allium 


sphaerocephalon bulbs. The golden 


hues of Deschampsia cespitosa 


‘Goldtau’ pick up on yellow tones of 
the Verbascum bombyciferum. 
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JELLE'S TOP PLANT 
COMBINATIONS 


Above In this partially shaded, dry border, 
Jelle weaves relatively drought-tolerant 
bulbs such as Triteleia ‘Rudy’ (1) and Allium 
karataviense (2), through Polystichum 
setiferum (3) and other ferns. During dry 
periods, self-seeders such as Aquilegia 
vulgaris var. stellata ‘White Barlow’ (4) and 
Allium moly (5) will fill any gaps. 


Below Near the house, Jelle has used 
drought-tolerant prairie plants to create a 
long season of colour with the reds, purples 
and blues of Penstemon barbatus (1), Allium 
sphaerocephalon (2), Verbena hastata (3), 
Verbena bonariensis ‘Lollipop’ (4) and 
Eryngium planum (5), given greater depth 
by yellow Kniphofia ‘Pineapple Popsicle’ (6). 
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Above The mix of sand and clay in this 
border gives Jelle the chance to use taller 
perennials, such as Achillea ‘Coronation 
Gold’ (1), Veronicastrum virginicum 

‘Erica’ (2) and the large-flowered Nepeta 
grandiflora ‘Wild Cat’ (3). It also helps him 
to convince clients that yellow can combine 
successfully with pink as well as blue. 


Below Jelle likes the shock of adding a 
bright, contrasting colour, such as the 
orange of Kniphofia ‘Molten Lava’ (1) 
alongside Eremurus himalaicus (2), to the 
more predictable mix of subtle colours 
offered by Allium sphaerocephalon (3), 
Mentha longifolia (4) Eryngium x zabelii ‘Big 
Blue’ (5) and Salvia ‘Lilac Lipstick’ (6). 
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TRANSPLANTING A GARDEN 


Jelle Grintjes first piece of advice on how to move a garden 
would probably be: don't, if you can help it. But with the rental 
agreement on his first garden coming to an end, Jelle had little 
choice but to move all his plants, many of which were rare 
species he'd collected over the years, including some that had 
cross-pollinated to make new varieties he didn't want to lose. 
His first task was to document everything, making short 
films of the original garden, mapping it on paper and listing all 
the plants. He then prepared the new garden's masterplan, 
which showed where each of the transplanted perennials 
would eventually go. He estimated that the process of moving 


& 
& 
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all the plants would take around five months — in fact, it took 
more than 500 hours — so knowing his rental agreement 
would be coming to an end in January 2021, Jelle began 
moving plants in August 2020, when temperatures reached 
30°C. Luckily, he was able to recruit a team of 20 volunteers 
through Instagram to help. They worked in blocks of 20 square 
metres, making a film of each square of the old garden, to help 
remember what everything was and where it went. They 

then cut down the foliage and dug out the plants. Each 
species was placed in a different bucket, transported 

to the new garden and planted straight away. 
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The matrix of planting, with winding 
pathways dividing the beds, becomes 
muchiclearer when seen from above. 
e areas in the foreground are yet 

tobe fully planted and will eventually 


| incorporate further trees and a pond. 
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> garden, then mown grass paths lead you through the planting 
beds. “The first few hundred metres near the house are very 
colourful, with many perennials and flower bulbs; Jelle explains. 
“The areas further away have more grasses and are more natural” 
This is also where he grows the taller perennials, such as Cephalaria 
gigantea, sanguisorbas and vernonias. An open fence between the 
garden and the farmer's meadow extends the view. “In midsummer, 
the meadow grass is the same size as the grasses in my garden. From 
the house, it looks like one big garden” 

The garden comes to life much earlier, in early spring, with swathes 
of bulbs from mid-February. Jelle plants for effect, using a wide 
variety of perennials. He ties the planting together with key accent 
plants through the seasons. “You just need a few ‘eye-catchers. That's 


enough,’ he says. “Use perennials with an exciting structure or colour 
and repeat them through the garden. They will connect everything 
together” From early May, thousands of camassias in all different 
shades are followed by mixes of alliums, salvias, then echinaceas. 

His style has evolved through experimentation. He always 
uses a high percentage of blue, purple and pink in his plantings. 
“Using only yellow and orange in a big garden is too dominant,’ he 
explains, “so I'll slow it down with grasses or grey foliage or white 
flowers. But when blue and purple and pink gets too boring, I like 
to add a few orange kniphofias, some red Lychnis chalcedonica or 
yellow Achillea, just to shock” 

Jelle also uses the garden to study the behaviour of plants and plan 
for the future. “That's the most important thing in my style. I just let 


The garden is always moving. That's the 
most beautiful part of gardening, and why 
I dont want to control everything 


it go. I don’t want to make a design that’s the same in ten years. The 
garden is always moving. That's the most beautiful part of gardening, 
and why I don't want to control everything” He is careful, though, 
not to use overly invasive perennials. “They take over, and in the 
end you have just one species left. The mistakes I made in my 
previous garden were a good lesson” 
Happily, Jelle’s gamble has paid off and he's seeing more visitors 
than ever. And the garden continues to evolve. Over the past 
year, he’s added 20 trees for more height and depth, using species 
common in the local landscape - apple, walnut, sweet chestnut. 
He's also seeing the impact of climate change. “This is a dry 
part of the Netherlands, but it’s becoming drier, with much heavier 
rainfall when it does rain?” He predicts it may soon be impossible 


to grow moisture-loving favourites, such as persicarias, astilbes or 
hostas. He's been experimenting with grasses as protection, using 
Deschampsia cespitosa, Eragrostis and Festuca mairei to shade 
persicarias and asters from the sun. It’s working well, for now. 

“The house is 1m higher than the meadow, so we have an overview 
of the garden,” he says. “When the sun sets at the end of the day and 
shines through the tallest grasses, it's so beautiful. That's the moment 
I'm running out of the house to take pictures. The golden hour’ 5 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Address Polderdijk 61, 6914 KJ Herwen, the Netherlands. 


Tel +31 (0)316 54 14 54. Webjegrintjestuinontwerp.nl 


Open May to September, Friday and Saturday, 10am to 4pm. 


A vibrant mix of Penstemon 
‘Andenken an Friedrich Hahn’ 


Me dottedthrough with Kniphofi. 
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scabious, Jasione laevis, and 
white Campanula punctata. 
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luxurious, Be Dest of stay at Gaya Island Resort. Arrive ey boat to this paradise 
island, a luxurious sanctuary nestled in the hillside of an ancient rainforest surrounded 
by clear blue sea, within the protected Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park. 


Relax on a golden sandy beach, explore ancient rainforest and get up close to 
Orangutans, Sun Bears and Turtles. Gaya Island is committed to ecologically 
sustainable practices which preserve the beauty of its natural environment 
and wildlife. The Resort's eco-friendly initiatives range from conservation and 
education to rescue programmes. Tour includes flights with Singapore Airlines 


ecttravel.com 


ECT Travel 


hello@ecttravel.com 
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EDEDGE 


Lead gardener Ed is heading up 
work on the Four Seasons Garden 
at The Newt in Somerset 


PORTRAIT JASON INGRAM 


Earliest gardening memory Finding my mum's long-lost 
wedding ring in the vegetable patch. She had lost it several 
years before | was born, but when my siblings and | were 
very small and were sent out to dig up some summer 
potatoes, a distinct ‘tink' sound was heard as the fork 
plunged into the soil. The lost ring was retrieved and we all 
had buttery new potatoes to celebrate. 

How did you get into horticulture? | was lucky enough to 
fall into horticulture by accident. | was working shifts at a 
local coffee shop and was offered some work by a regular 
who was a jobbing gardener. It quickly became clear that this 
was something | could be very interested in and so! dida 
one-year course in horticulture at Kingston Maurward 
College. One thing led to another, and here | am. 
Horticultural heroes | admire Dan Pearson for his 
naturalism, his ability to capture the spirit of a place and his 
intimate understanding of plants. | know it’s a bit clichéd but 
also my grandad. He kept a very neat and beautiful suburban 
garden in Surbiton, full of dahlias and roses. 

Favourite landscape and garden that has influenced you 
The Mt Cuba Center in Delaware, USA. It's a garden that 
focuses on the native flora of the American northeast. Its 
woodland gardens and lake in early May are some of the 
most beautiful spaces I've ever seen, bursting with trilliums, 
podophyllums, tiarellas, phlox and dodecatheons. Closer to 
home | love Aberglasney in Carmarthenshire, and the 
hedgerows, woods and fields that surround us in Somerset. 
Three worthwhile tips for every gardener Bare soil is the 
enemy. Always try to cover the ground with planting, mulch 
or green manure, and leave the cutting back of borders as 
long as possible, until February ideally. While it’s always best 
to make informed decisions when choosing plants, it doesn't 
hurt to experiment. And be as self-sufficient as possible: 
collect rainwater, make your own compost, grow your own 
staking materials and collect seed to sow next year. 
Favourite planting style | love the Arts and Crafts-inspired 
English country garden with its formal, aged structure and 
billowy, romantic borders; roses covering every vertical 
space and self-seeders filling every crack and crevice. But | 
also love a woodland garden. Nothing is more magical than 
walking through carpets of spring emergents and 
understated perennials sitting among stands of hazel 

and mature beech just coming into leaf. 


Gardens, and gardeners, Favourite ‘weed’ you’re happy to have in your garden 


= * | have a soft spot for a healthy, strong patch of nettles. | love 
take time to mature find their form, their taste, and the ladybirds and butterflies they 
2 attract. They even make a wonderful home-brew fertiliser, 
and they're ever so satisfying to pull up once they run too far. 


their own unique qualities What principles have guided your attitude to gardening? 


‘ ‘é It's amarathon, not a sprint. Gardens, and gardeners, take 

and reach their potential time to mature, find their own unique qualities and reach 
their potential. It's an evolving process that never really ends. 
And wherever possible make it seasonal, make it beautiful. 


Contactjed.edge4719@gmail.com| Find out more about 
visiting the gardens at|thenewtinsomerset.com/garden| 
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AEONIUM 


These dramatic and often statuesque succulents are finally having their 
moment in the sun - which is just where they like it 


WORDS NICK BAILEY PHOTOGRAPHS ANNAICK GUITTENY 


PLANT PROFILE AEONIUM 


What A genus of around 
AO species in the Crassulaceae 
family. Aeoniums are rosette- 
forming, sometimes branched 
succulents with starry 
flowers held on often large, 
dramatic inflorescences. 
Origins These are naturally 
distributed in Atlantic islands 
including Madeire 
Canaria and Tenerit 
arid environs of Me 
Yemen and eastern 
Season Winter-growi 
summer-dormant plan’ 
usually flower in spring, but 
inflorescences can appear 
at virtually any time depending 
oncondition or indoor/ — 
outdoor cultivation 
Size Depending ot 
species, height varies from 
little as lcm up to more than 
1m, while the width of both 
rosettes and overall form 
varies significantly depending 
onenvironment. 
Conditions Full sun for the 
majority of plants (but some 
will take shade) with a gritty 
_ free-draining substrate. Best 
r in containers, as plants 
eciate deep waterings, 
owed by a period of drying 
out. They require frost-free 
protection but bright light over 
e winter months, followed by 
by Of water in late winter 


Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given 
where available. 


growing wild across five of the 
Canary Islands, where it 
develops a stocky, domed, 
shrubby form. Height: 2m. 
RHS HIC, USDA 9b-11". 


Aeonium ‘Zwartkop’ 

Also known as A. arboreum 
‘Arnold Schwarzkopff; this is 
the most popular aeonium 

in the UK. The Huntington 
Botanical Gardens in 
California has crossed it with 
A. canariense to create many 
colourful, modern cultivars. 
1m x 50cm. AGM® RHS HIC. 
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Aeonium ‘Superbang’ 
An Asian cultivar created 
(alarmingly) by radiating 
the plant. It has a strong 
arboreal form and as 
light levels intensify 

in spring, the outer 
variegation becomes a 
brighter red and the lime- 
green centre turns toa 
deep, dark red. 60cm. 


ve found it!” shouted the Italian, using more hand gestures 
than were strictly necessary. “Really?” I shouted back, 
nearly losing my grip on the side of the volcano. And sure 
enough my friend had just spotted Aeonium canariense 
growing on one of the inactive volcanos that make up the 
Canary Islands archipelago. We'd unearthed all sorts of 
delights in the preceding days, including the orange-belled 
climber Canarina canariensis, but up to this point, Aeonium 
canariense had eluded us. This plant, which is just one of the 40-plus 
aeoniums included in the genus, grows exclusively on Gran Canaria. 

It’s not unique in this trait. Each Canary Island has specific 
aeoniums that only occur there. The same is true of Madeira. The 
techy term for this is island endemism, which essentially means each 
of these islands holds species unique to them that have evolved over 
millennia to thrive in their environments. But it’s not only Atlantic 
islands where aeoniums thrive. Several species also reside in 
Morocco and eastern Africa. So, why the big (Saharan) gap between 
the two key enclaves of Aeonium? 

Well, Mellie Lewis, the UK National 
Collection holder and a leading authority 
on aeoniums, has a theory that seems 
pretty plausible to me. Mellie reckons the 
aeonium began life as a genus endemic to 
Yemen and eastern Africa, but as the 
Sahara expanded, some seven million 
years ago, seeds were carried west towards 
Morocco and on to the Canary Islands 
and eventually Madeira. Here, in their 


Perhaps the best 
known ofall aeoniums 
in cultivation 
today is the dramatic 
Aeonium ‘Zwartkop 


Aeonium ‘Bronze Teacup’ 
Listed as threatened, 

his elegant, dwarf arboreal 
plant was bred in the USA. 
ts succulent bronze leaves 
constantly alter in tone, 
becoming dark to almost 
black through the season. 
ts stubby, tightly packed 
eaves create a dense, 
attractive rosette. 40cm. 


new isolated homes, these succulent plants were able to evolve, 
taking on myriad forms, colours, textures and habitat tolerances. 

Perhaps the best known of all aeoniums in cultivation today is 
the dramatic A. ‘Zwartkop’. Translated from Afrikaans, this name 
means black head, which is an apt title for certainly the darkest 
aeonium I’ve ever grown. Its deeply pigmented leaves are, in truth, 
a very dark red, but are near black, especially following months of 
summer sunshine. Its mini shrub-like form of up to 1m sees it 
produce numerous side branches, which can be selectively removed 
to enhance its shape. It is best grown in a pot so it can be stored frost- 
free over winter, where I’ve found its colour fades somewhat, only 
to return again when the sunshine does. Like many of the arboreal 
aeoniums, this plant gets top heavy, so it’s essential to have an even 
weightier pot to avoid it toppling over under its own heft. I’ve even 
used large stones in the top of the pot to keep plants stable. 

Of similar form is A. arboreum ‘Atropurpureum’ This taller 
plant, which reaches up to 1.5m, is likely one of the parents of 
A. ‘Zwartkop’, but has lighter ruddy tones 
with green shades to its foliage. Some 
growers suggest this plant will survive 
in our warmer, coastal climes, but it is 
a risk. I grew many specimens of it at 
Chelsea Physic Garden, and found it 
amenable to having its pot plunged into 
borders alongside other plants in summer, 
and returned to the greenhouse over 
winter. And although it is the foliage > 

To continue turn tofpage 49 
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Aeonium ‘Mardi Gras’ 
Bred by Renee O'Connell at 
the Huntington Botanical 
Gardens in California. This has 
variegated heads of striped 
purple, red, yellow and green 
leaves that get deeper in 
bright sunlight. Of unknown 
parentage but has a strong 
arboreal form. 50cm. 
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Aeonium ‘Medusa’ 
This Asian-bred, stocky 
arboreal plant has 

been around for more 
than a decade and 
appears stable in both 
cultivation and 
propagation. Its beautiful 
variegated heads provide 
a dramatic contrast to 
plain leaves. 55cm. 


How to grow Aeonium 


« Aeoniums are generally easy plants to 
care for, provided you pot them in a well- 
drained soil and allow them to dry out 
between waterings. 


* Aeoniums are winter-growing plants 
that are triggered into growth once the 
winter solstice has passed, and become 

all but dormant during summer. During hot 
periods, their rosettes close up to help 


conserve water. In winter in the UK, they 
will need frost-free protection (ideally in 
a greenhouse) with good air circulation, 
but in summer they are happiest outside. 


¢ For best results, grow in a terracotta 
pot in a free-draining, 50/50 mix of 
horticultural grit and general peat-free 
compost. This is best replaced via 
repotting every two to three years. 
Don't be tempted to coat the top of the 
compost in gravel, as this can prevent 
you from assessing its relative dryness. 


Aeonium ‘Torchbearer’ 
Aclump-forming cultivar 
that has a good dome 
shape and is ideal for 
growing in a container. It is 
thought to be the progeny 
of the Gran Canaria 
species A. simsii, and its 
fulsome rosettes have a 
similar quality to those 

of a houseleek. 35cm. 


* Don’t water aeoniums while dormant 
in summer. They really don’t like water 
when they are in their summer dormant 
phase and may require protection from 
rainstorms to prevent them rotting. At 
Chelsea Physic Garden, we used plastic 
sheets to protect plants in this situation. 


« Water aeoniums only when you bring 
them back indoors (or move back into the 
greenhouse), in October, by plunging the 
pot into water until the soil is completely 
saturated. Once this initial soak has dried 
out, repeat the soak and dry out process 
until the end of February. From March until 
the end of April, you can feed plants with a 
half-strength, broad-spectrum liquid feed, 
such as Miracle-Gro, every two weeks. 
This will boost both flowering and growth. 


* The easiest way to propagate is via 
stem cuttings. Simply cut astem and 
rosette of 10-15cm and leave it ina dry 


PLANT PROFILE AEONIUM 


place for around two weeks. Once the 
wound has calloused over, the cuttings 
can be potted into a 50/50 mix of gravel 
and compost, away from direct light, and 
allowed to root through. Leaf cuttings are 
also an option but work better with some 
species, such as A. tabuliforme. Simply 
twist off a leaf and lay on a bed of 
dampened sand, where tentative 

roots will appear within a few weeks. 


« Aeoniums can also be grown from 
seed in spring. These are best sown ona 
thin layer of grit or alpine gravel on top of 
seed compost, then sprinkled gently with 
water, before covering the seed tray 

with a clear lid until they germinate. 


¢ Pest and disease problems are not 
common with aeoniums but occur most 
frequently under glass. Look out for mealy 
bug and tortrix moth caterpillar, both of 
which can be squished with cotton buds. 
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Aeonium leucoblepharum 
A species that originates 
in Yemen and east Africa, 
this is one of the rarer 
aeoniums available in the 
UK. It's an arboreal type 
with unusually pointed 
leaves that remain a solid 
green throughout the 
year. 70cm. 


Aeonium ‘Marnier- 
Lapostolle’ 

Thought to be a naturally 
occurring garden hybrid, 
this multi-tonal green and 
purple aeonium was 
discovered in France. It's 
clump forming, naturally 
producing lots of side 
shoots. 40cm. 


Aeonium ‘Starburst’ 
Sometimes listed as 
A.‘Lemon-Lime; this 
plant is possibly the 
oldest cultivar as it's 
been grown since the 
1600s. It has a branching 
form and strong summer 
dormancy, so won't 
tolerate rain. 30cm. 


Aeonium ‘Kiwi’ 

Listed under myriad 
names, this shrubby 
cultivar is likely a variant 
of A. haworthii. It provides 
a great contrast to other 
plants thanks to its lime 
and yellow tones, which 
vary during the season. 
60cm. AGM. RHS HIC. 


Aeonium arboreum 
‘Atropurpureum’ 
This arboreal aeonium is 
easy to grow and develops 
its best foliage colour ina 
full sun position. When 
mature it also produces a 
bright-yellow flowerhead. It 
can be pruned to enhance 
its form. New rosettes will 
form at the cuts. 1.5m. 


> that draws most people to this 
succulent genus, many of the species 

have spectacular inflorescences too. 

A. arboreum ‘Atropurpureum’ produces 
acid-yellow starry blooms of a similar size 
and form to Hydrangea paniculata. 

In contrast to these shrub-like species 
are the dramatic, low-growing, single 
rosette-producing forms such as A. nobile. 
This chunky chap is endemic to the 
Canary Island of La Palma, where it 
produces a very succulent rosette of thick 
leaves just 10cm tall in an avocado-innards tone. Uniquely, its 
flower spike carries red blooms. Shorter still is the extraordinary and 
all but flat (Icm tall) A. tabuliforme from Tenerife. Its overlapping 
leaves cling close to the ground, forming a Fibonacci spiral pattern. 

The majority of aeoniums are either green, grey-green or 
burgundy, but through selection and breeding there are a number 
of multicoloured forms. Aeonium ‘Kiwi’ forms a compact dome of 
small foliage rosettes in tones of pink, cream and green. It’s a perfect 
pot specimen and like the majority of low-growing aeoniums, it is 
monocarpic, meaning it will die after flowering, but this can 
sometimes be mitigated by removing the bloom before the seeds 
form. Other colourful forms such as the US-bred A. “Mardi Gras’ 
provide great contrast in succulent plantings with its deep pink, olive 
green and cream foliage. It’s a stable plant, which means it won't 
revert back to its parents’ traits, which is more than can be said for 


Aeonium Kiwi 
forms a compact dome 
of small foliage rosettes 

in tones of pink, 

cream and green 
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Aeonium nobile 
Hailing from La Palma 

in the Canary Islands, 
this is a stalkless, 
monocarpic and thick- 
leaved species, and is the 
only aeonium with red 
flowers. Grow it in a rock 
garden to replicate the 
lava flows in which it 
naturally thrives. 40cm. 


some of the popular cultivars currently 
emerging from Asia. Spectacular as these 
plants are, many are not stable. They're 
often grafted due to poor vigour and, 
alarmingly, radiation has likely been used 
to induce the colour breaks. So, my advice 
would be to stick to the tried-and-tested 
species and cultivars, and look out for 
new wild species. 


Nick Bailey is a plantsman, garden designer 
and presenter on BBC Gardeners’ World. 


Where to buy 

* Corseside Nursery Corseside Farm, Angle Road, Pembroke, 
Pembrokeshire SA71 5AA. Tel 07817 399872 Jcorsesidenursery.com 

* Piccolo Plants Nursery Berry Hill, Branscombe, Devon EX12 3BD. Tel 
07722 486750, |piccoloplantsnursery.co.uk 

¢ Surreal Succulents Tremenheere Nursery, Tremenheere Sculpture 
Gardens, Gulval, Cornwall TR20 8YL. Tel 07476 349545, 
surrealsucculents.co.uk 


Where to see 

* Mellie Lewis Hill View, 2 High Street, Clun, Shropshire SY7 8JB. By 
appointment only, and only during summermelanie.lane@virgin.net 
* RHS Garden Wisley Woking, Surrey GU23 6QB. Tel 01483 224234, 
rhs.org.uk/gardens/wisley 
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PLANTING IDEAS 


i 

IN BRIEF™ 
What A rural garden where colourful 
mixed borders curve around a series 
of lawns, creating a constantly 
changing and long-lasting show 
throughout the year. 
Where East Sussex. 
Soil Heavy clay. y 
Size One acre; borders total around 
600 square metres. 
Climate Temperate; with cold 
(usually wet) winters,and warm 
and dry summers. > 

a Hardiness zone USDA 9. ie 


4 


: \Exuberant borders curve around an 
=~, oval lawn.with a Catalpa bignonioides 
tree.at its centre. The house is offset 
in a corner of the garden, from where 
paths radiate through the planting, 
inviting exploration. 
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Designer Kristina Clode hastransformed herclients’ previously dull 


garden by revamping a serie$,of borders with towering perennials, hazy i 
grasses, structural-$hrubs andthe occasional small tree ee ee 


WORDS STEPHANIE DONAEDSON PHOTOGRAPHS ABIGAIL REX: 


traditional mixed border in its prime is 

a glorious sight, but the key phrase is ‘in 

its prime’ As time passes, shrubs become 

overmature, roses can lose their vigour, 

perennials need dividing and even the 

finest border can begin to look tired, 
possibly old-fashioned and in need of a major overhaul. 
Sometimes it never worked in the first place. 

This was the problem that faced garden designer Kristina 
Clode when clients requested her help. The couple knew that 
the existing layout and planting wasn’t working, but didn’t 
know how to improve it. They wanted more colour and year- 
round interest, but also wanted to keep plenty of sunlight in 
the garden, so there were to be no tall trees. More unusually, 
all the existing plants were to be incorporated into the new 
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planting — although they could be moved to different positions. 
For plant lover Kristina, having more than 600 square metres 
of borders to fill was a dream job. “The planting was very shrub 
dominated and congested,” she says, “with too many red, silver 
and variegated-leaved shrubs, and there was little in the way of 
flowers, or varied texture and movement. The challenge was 

to incorporate multiples of shrubs I wouldn't normally include 
in my planting designs, such as various red berberis, Teucrium 
fruticans, Nandina domestica ‘Fire Power’ and Pittosporum 
tenuifolium “Tom Thumb, and disperse them through new 
borders in a way that did not dominate the planting” 

The original borders were only 1m deep, so Kristina 
reshaped and extended them to create much deeper areas, 
with diverse planting that included changes in height, texture 

To continue turn to page 54] [> 
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Above A combination of sheltering trees on the boundary and the use of 
metal hoops helps even the loftiest plants remain upright in this somewhat 
exposed garden. The supports are put in early in the year so that the plants 
grow through them in a natural way. Some tall perennials are fairly reliably 
self-supporting, including Thalictrum ‘Elin; Foeniculum vulgare ‘Purpureum’ 
and Phlomis russeliana. 


Below The partially shaded border on the left conceals a boundary fence. 
The majority of plants in this enlarged border, including Persicaria 
amplexicaulis ‘Firetail; Lysimachia ciliata ‘Firecracker, Nandina domestica 
and Elaeagnus x submacrophylla ‘Limelight; had been growing elsewhere in 
the garden previously and had to be reused by Kristina. The dry border on 
the right features Cota tinctoria ‘Sauce Hollandaise’ among its sun-lovers. 


By’ 


Above A rich mix of tall planting conceals the gently curving path 

to the greenhouse. Previously, the owner would take a short cut across 
the lawn, but now enjoys the journey through the lush mix of grasses, 
perennials and annuals, including Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl 
Foerster’, Phormium ‘Black Adder’ Deschampsia cespitosa ‘Goldtau' 
and towering Ammi majus. 


Below A pair of Stipa gigantea frame a tapestry of planting, where colour 
and texture are interwoven. In the foreground, the deep purple hues of 
Lavandula angustifolia ‘Munstead’ contrast with the silvery tones of Stipa 
ichu, while Allium sphaerocephalon and poppy seedheads add punctuation 
marks. The tall Stipa gigantea and Thalictrum ‘Elin’ help link the border to 
the trees beyond. The slightest breeze adds the element of movement. 


Kristina likes to mix up textures 
and shapes in a border; here 

soft grass Deschampsia cespitosa 
‘Goldtau’ combines with globes of 
Echinops bannaticus ‘Taplow Blue’ 
and.zinhgy lime Euphorbia palustris 
‘Walenburg’s Glorie: Towering 
Allium ‘Summer Drummer, 
Angelica archangelica and airy 
Althea cannabina add drama. 


> and colour. “Mixed borders offer the best year-round interest and 
are a great habitat for wildlife, with trees and evergreen and deciduous 
shrubs providing a woody framework that shelters birds” 

Height is an essential element in a big space like this. “Perennials, 
self-seeding annuals and biennials of varying heights and flowering 
times, and ornamental grasses give a range of textures, colours and 
dynamic changes in height through the seasons,” says Kristina. She 
also planted bulbs in drifts around the perennials to extend the 
seasons providing early spring colour right through to midsummer 
with alliums, gladioli and eremurus. “Many of these plants have 
fantastic seedheads after flowering, which are visually pleasing and 
offer food for birds and small mammals, and also hibernation homes 
for insects. I encourage my clients not to cut down perennials and 
grasses until the spring unless absolutely necessary.’ 

The actual process of replanting was complex. The plants were 
left in the ground as long as possible, and dug up in late winter, 
when the shrubs were cut back and heeled into a holding bed, where 
they were kept until their new positions were ready. Trees, including 
Acer palmatum ‘Katsura and Corylus avellana ‘Contorta, were dug 
up with a digger and replanted immediately. The perennials and 
grasses were dug up and had their roots put in big bags before being 
divided and arranged in groups for their new destination beds, and 
kept well-watered until they could be planted out in late April. 

“Tt has been a really interesting project,” says Kristina. “So many 
plants weren't my usual go-to choice. I've even learned to like some 
of the berberis, despite their prickly nature. If you look closely, they 
are quite lovely and they are great for wildlife” O 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
See more of Kristina’s work at/kristinaclodegardendesign.co.uk 
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Kristina’s tips for updating your borders 


1 Before you start digging, look objectively at what is working 
and what isn't. Which plants are really happy? Which are struggling? 
What is there too much of? Do existing plants complement each 
other in colour, shape and texture, or are they too similar? Do any 
existing plants hide a bad feature or create a windbreak? 


2 Reshape borders so they enhance your garden’s best 
features and lead you to the best views. Think about creating 
paths through and around borders so you can walk through 
planting en route to a place to sit. Deeper beds allow more layered 
planting, enabling you to build in more year-round interest. 


3 Place any trees and shrubs you are moving first, then add 
new shrubs or trees. Space them to allow for growth between — 
don't plant too close together. Ideally, move in mid-autumn when 
there's more rain, no frost and no hot sun, but wait until mid-spring 
to move tender or evergreen plants. Lightly prune before moving, 
and keep intact as much root ball and soil as possible. Keep roots 
covered and out of the wind. Move directly to new positions. Keep 
well watered and possibly staked until re-established. 


4 Taller perennials can go between the shrubs at the rear of the 
border or in the centre of an island bed. Put mid and lower-height 
perennials at the centre and front of the border, and underplant 
trees and shrubs with low, shade-tolerant plants. Include groups 

of tall grasses to add texture and movement. Plant in groups of 
three or five, and repeat through the border to link the scheme 
together — but try to keep it looking slightly random. 


8 key border plants 


1 Euphorbia ceratocarpa A daintily branching deciduous plant with an airier 
habit than most euphorbias. It will reflower throughout the summer if 
deadheaded. Height and spread: 50cm x 50cm. AGM*. RHS H4?. 

2 Campanula lactiflora ‘Prichard’s Variety’ Masses of violet-blue, 
bell-shaped flowers on upright leafy stems; a great favourite with pollinators. 
Here it is grown alongside the white plumes of Koenigia x fennica 
‘Johanniswolke’. 75cm x 60cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA H7, USDA 5a-7b. 

3 Oenothera lindheimeri ‘Whirling Butterflies’ Previously known as 
Gaura, this airy perennial produces masses of white flowers on wiry 
stems from early summer to mid-autumn. Also offers good foliage colour 
in autumn. 75cm x 45cm. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 

4 Echinops ritro ‘Veitch’s Blue’ Dark-blue globe thistle with upright habit that is 
amagnet for insects. Does well in dry soil. 90cm x 45cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 
5 Stipa gigantea A majestic golden-hued grass bearing arching stems 
with oat-like flowerheads that are seen at their best in full sun. 
2.5m x 1.2m. AGM. RHS H4, USDA 5a-10b. 

6 Sanguisorba hakusanensis ‘Lilac Squirrel’ Masses of eye-catching, lilac- 
pink flowers, which resemble squirrel tails, dangle from stems that tower 
above glaucous foliage. 1m x 60cm. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 

7 Phlomis russeliana A spreading, evergreen perennial bearing whorls of rich 
yellow flowers in summer above heart-shaped leaves. Drought resistant. Its 
stems add winter interest. 90cm x 75cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 

8 Geum ‘Totally Tangerine’ Masses of single tangerine flowers carried above 
mid-green leaves from early May until the first frosts. Remove flowered stems to 
encourage new growth. 90cm x 50cm. RHS H7, USDA 5a-7b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 


BS 
» 
Bray 


aN 


> 


a 


an 


| Rear 
‘*: \ 3 


lire 


— 


IDEAS 


PEOPLE WHO’S WHO 


JAMES WONG 


The self-confessed plant geek on the fun of putting the detective work into 
horticulture, his love of houseplants and his fascination with Instagram 


WORDS ANNIE GATTI PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


n James Wong’s website he describes himself 
as a professional plant geek, broadcaster and 
bestselling author. The unbuttoned ‘plant geek’ 
label is typical of James’s desire to communicate 
with as many people as possible, to open eyes 
to the importance of plants and the wonder of 
gardening. “Botanist most accurately describes 
what I am,” he explains, “but the trouble is, most people don’t know 
what botanists are. Ethnobotany, which is half anthropology and 
half botany, is what I understand best. There are lots of botanists 
who have never planted a seed, they just know what it looks under 
a microscope, but an ethnobotanist has to understand how to use 
plants, where they come from, how they can be grown and 
harvested. You also need to be able to go to a rural market in the 
mountains of Ecuador, as I have done, and go up to people and ask 
them all about the herbs they’re selling” 
One of James's favourite adages is 
‘desire plus frustration equals obsession’ 
and an early example of his love affair 
with plants is when, as a five-year-old 
growing up in Singapore, he was 
sent a packet of mixed seeds by his 
Welsh grandmother that included 
snapdragons. “The plants came up in 
half the time they said on the packet and 
I thought Tm a genius: But it was really 
because I was growing temperate plants 
in tropical conditions. They all got 
fungal disease and collapsed. I was so 
frustrated by the vision I had of flowers 
snapping at each other that I decided to 
try again, this time putting them in the 
fridge and opening the air conditioning 
vents.’ James's ‘bible’ growing up was 
DG Hessayons The Houseplant Expert. 
Not only did it show him how to make 
his first terrarium, it also identified the plants that were growing next 
to his bus stop. Indoor gardening became an escape (his family lived 
in an apartment without a garden), which it still is, though his refuge 
now is a one-bedroom London flat, which is crammed with more 
than 500 plants. “The fact that I only have tiny amounts of space and 
that most houseplants need to grow within two metres of a window, 
has meant I've had to do things like experiment with grow lights, 
bonsai and water lilies in fruit bowls. That's the exciting thing about 
horticulture for me: it’s like a detective puzzle. I think many people are 
put off horticulture because there are rules that you have to memorise 
and if you dont, everything will die. We should just tell people there 
are different tips and tricks. They may not work for everyone - 
actually a whole bunch of Victorian ones are rubbish — but go ahead 
and experiment with different things and see what happens.” 
James, who came to the UK to go to university in 1999 and then 
completed a MSc in ethnobotany with distinction, shares his indoor 
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JAPANESE 
AESTHEIMC OF 
APPRECIATING A 
WEED GROWING 
IN A PAVEMENT 
CRACK 
FASCINATING 


garden with some 227,000 followers on Instagram and has become an 
energetic advocate of social media. “I used to be quite dismissive of 
Instagram because I thought it was all about people taking pictures of 
themselves on holiday, in various stages of undress,” he says. As well 
as posting most days on his own account, he spends several hours a 
week checking out others. “T think it’s really opening up a new world. 
I've learned things about horticulture I would never have learned in 

a million years from traditional media” He mentions a Japanese 
account (@Michikusa3193) dedicated to making tiny moss gardens 
inside glass cases, which he tries to re-create, and another that shows 
weeds growing in cracks in the pavement (@botaworks). “I find it 
fascinating to see the Japanese aesthetic of appreciating a weed 
growing in a pavement crack, how they take the photo, what they 
choose to include, which plants are growing” 

He’s encouraged by the surge in interest in houseplants from 
younger people, and although lack of home ownership may be part 
of the reason, he feels there's a more 
complex explanation. Partly it’s about 
control: the kind of houseplants they 
are interested in are not necessarily the 
easy-to-care-for ones, they’re the rare 
and unusual, and often expensive ones. 
And partly it’s because people are 
looking to plants to improve their 
mental health. The hashtags from 
these new converts are about caring, 
nurturing, making people happy. 

Anyone who owns a book by 
James — he's written six so far, all 
of them bestsellers — will know how 
thoroughly researched and packed 
full of accessible information they are. 
When he was writing James Wong's 
Homegrown Revolution he knew he 
wanted to test all of the hundreds of 
unusual edibles but didn’t have access 
to a field site or a greenhouse. Instead he grew them in his mother’s 
front garden in Croydon. “I could only get there once a week, 
which I was worried about, but then I found out that I was 
replicating how other people were growing at home. So, I can't tell 
you how to grow tomatoes in a greenhouse, but I can tell you how 
to grow them if you can't afford one.’ And because he has his finger 
on the pulse of scientific discovery, he continues to be the ideal 
person to share findings, whether through his online courses, 
journalism, broadcasting or social media. O 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about James at[jameswong.co.ukfand follow 


him on Instagram @botanygeek 


Listen to James discuss his dream garden on our podcast 


Talking Gardens at|link.chtbl.com/TalkingGardens' 


With summers predicted to get hotter, and water 
becoming a precious resource, everyone is talking 
about drought-tolerant plants. But are they the 
answer in the UK and what should we know about 
planting and caring for them? We ask plant experts 
and landscape designers for their advice 


WORDS VERONICA PEERLESS 


Delos, at Sissinghurst Castle Garden » 
in Kent, features Mediterranean and” 
drought-tolerant plants, planted 
into ragstone gravel, crushed brick 
and unimproved topsoil. 
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What makes a plant 
drought tolerant? 


Drought-tolerant plants often hail from 
Mediterranean climate zones around the 
world — around the Mediterranean sea, 
the western cape of South Africa, coastal 
California, central Chile and southern and 
southwestern Australia. They have evolved 
to thrive in habitats that have a very long, 
extremely hot and dry season — as much 
as six months with no rain — and poor soil. 
Leaves may be small or thin, grey or 
glaucous, hairy, succulent or fleshy. Many 
have very deep or wide root systems that 
seek out water, or underground storage 
organs (bulbs). Drought-tolerant plants are 
often low growing and form mounds — less 
likely to be dried by wind on a hot day. In their 
native habitats, they may go dormant or lose 
their leaves in summer. 


Are Mediterranean plants 
suitable for the UK? 


Garden designer James Basson, based in the 
South of France, points out: “The UK may 
increasingly have extremes of heat and wet 
through climate change, but its gardens have 
a depth of topsoil from our past temperate 
era, which makes conditions very different to 
the arid Mediterranean.” The plants he uses 
tolerate five to six months’ heat in Provence 
without rain in summer; droughts in the UK 
are more likely to last a few weeks. 

“There's a well-established climatic divide 
between the east and west of the British Isles,” 
says garden designer Matthew Wilson, who 
designed the famous Dry Garden at RHS 
Garden Hyde Hall. “This is more important 
than north/south in many ways. I’ve planted 
the same drought-tolerant plants that | have 
in my own garden in the east Midlands in 
gardens as far south as the Solent and as far 
north as Hexham in Northumberland, 


rf 
The Dry Garden at\RHS Garden Hyde 
Hall in Essex was designed by Matthew 
Wilson. It is famously never watered. 
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PLANTING HOW TO 


Nurseryman Olivier Filippi’s dry garden in 
the South of France. “Consider the garden 
as asculpture, not a painting,” he says. 


“It's fine to grow most drought-tolerant 
plants in ‘normal’ garden soil, provided 
the drainage is good and the soil doesn't 
hold water over winter’ marriewwuson 


including Eryngium, Salvia, Stipa, Pennisetum 
and Artemisia. But | would probably think 
twice before trying them in a garden in Wales, 
Cornwall or the west coast of Scotland. 

“The key really comes down to how well 
the soil drains. Beth Chatto [who created 
her famous a dry gravel garden in Essex] 
told me she grew drought-tolerant plants 
because she had to, with the rainfall in her 
garden lower than Jerusalem, Tunis and 
Rabat. Had she the rainfall of Cornwall or 
Wales she would have grown a completely 
different range of plants.” 

Nurserywoman Derry Watkins created 
a gravel garden near Bath at around the same 
time as Beth Chatto, in order to grow the 
Mediterranean plants she loves on top of 
heavy clay. She points out that Mediterranean 
plants tend to ‘overgrow’ in the UK climate. 
“We've got too much rain, too much food and 
probably not enough sun, and they grow too 
big, too fast. We think we're having a drought, 
but the plants don't think so.” 


What about wetter winters 
and unexpected cold snaps? 


Annie Godfrey, who runs Daisy Roots 
Nursery and sells many drought-tolerant 


hardy perennials, advises: “If you’ve got 
dry soil, know why it’s dry. Is it dry clay 

or alight, free-draining soil? If it’s dry clay, 
drought-tolerant plants will hate the wet 
and cold in winter. You're going to have 

to do a lot of soil improvement for good 
winter drainage.” 

Encouragingly, a study conducted from 
2005 to 2009 by the University of Reading 
found that Mediterranean plants including 
Stachys byzantina, Cistus x hybridus, 
Lavandula angustifolia and Salvia officinalis 
survived 17 days flooding in winter. Stachys 
and Lavandula also survived the same 
amount of flooding in summer. 


Do I need to create 
a gravel garden? 


“It’s fine to grow most drought-tolerant 
plants in ‘normal’ garden soil, provided the 
drainage is good and the soil doesn’t hold 
water over winter,’ says Matthew Wilson. “It's 
this latter point that is the make or break for 
drought-tolerant plants. In my own garden, 

| grow a mixture of drought-tolerant plants 
with ‘normal’ garden plants, such as 
Eryngium, Stipa and Verbena, alongside 
Eupatorium and Astrantia. | never water. [> 
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Planting can be translated to 
the UK" You can read more 

= “about'this gardeh on our website. 
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[> The plants have to get by with whatever 
rainfall we get, which in Rutland is quite low 
at an average of 647mm a year. The soil 
here is well drained, but | find the really 
specialised drought-tolerant plants such as 
Eschscholzia and Salvia candelabrum only 
really thrive in gravel and full sun. They need 
the heat, but also the drainage at the ‘neck’ 
of the plant, where otherwise they might 
suffer from fungal disease and rot.” 

If your soil is heavy, grower Annie 
Godfrey advises adding humus in the form 
of leaf mould or mushroom compost — 
not manure, as it’s too rich. “Put a layer of 
5cm of horticultural grit on top and dig it 
in to the top 20cm of soil so that you're really 
opening it up,” she says. 

“Drainage, drainage, drainage,” advises 
Derry Watkins. “Gravel, if possible, is the 
answer to all your problems. Top the soil 
with four — or better six or eight — inches. 
The deeper the gravel, the hardier the 
plants become.’ She points out a gravel 
area could simply be a dedicated raised 
bed and that it will need a definite edge — it 
can't just fade into lawn. 


Do drought tolerant 
plants need watering? 


“Drought tolerant doesn't mean you can put 
plants in the ground and ignore them,” says 
Annie Godfrey. “You're going to have to water 
and nurse them through their first season, so 
that they get a root system that's going to 
sustain them through the following years”. 
Matthew Wilson agrees: “In the weeks after 
planting, all plants, including drought-tolerant 
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ones, need irrigating to ensure the root ball 
stays moist, but also to keep the soil around it 
damp, which will encourage the plants to root 
into the surrounding soil. | can't stress how 
important this latter point is for all plants.” 
Annie advises: “Then put a mulch on top — 
grit, gravel, mushroom compost — something 
that's not high in nutrients but will lock the 
moisture in the soil and cut down the action of 
the sun and the wind on the surface.” 
Mediterranean plants are often described 
as ‘drought tolerant’ but may be better 
rephrased as ‘drought tolerant when 
established’ or ‘low water requirement’ Annie 
points out that plants have varying degrees 


“Drought tolerant 
doesn’t mean you 
can put plants in 
the ground and 


ignore them’ 
ANNIE GODFREY 


Designer James Basson is known 
for his dry gardens in the South 
of France, using evergreen 
_ashrubs, grasses and trees 
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In studies, resilient Stachys byzantina 


(lamb’s ears) survived waterlogging 
in both winter'and’summer. 


of drought tolerance. “It may get to the 
point where you want to help some out if 
you want them to survive.” 


Looking after your 
drought-tolerant plants 


Derry Watkins cuts back plants such as 
shrubby salvias, rosemary, lavender and 
Russian sage in early spring. “As soon as you 
see new growth, cut three-quarters of the 
plant off — everything that grew last year, 
down to the lowest bit of green you can find. 
It keeps them healthy, more floriferous and 
they don't flop open. They live much longer, 
as you're renewing the plant every year.” She 
then cuts Russian sage and sedums back 
around ‘Chelsea chop’ time in late May — and 
then often again. She advises against cutting 


2 ‘The Gravel Garden at Beth Chatto's Plants & 


> Gardens in Essexi n iconic UKdry garden 
“and is never watered..Beth dug’over the 
§ compacted ground before adding compost 
a to enrich the soil, and topped it off with 
a 4cm-deep mulch of sand and gravel. 
. ipety) Se ee 


ft 


drougnt-tolerant 


¢ Plant small. Large container-grown 
plants will be more vulnerable to heat 
and drought. 

¢ Plant in spring so that plants can 
establish and get their roots down 
before winter. 

¢ Saturate plants before planting, 
and water in well. Then water 
them infrequently but heavily 
throughout their first growing season. 
Don't water little and often, which 
encourages shallow rooting. 


Planting and caring for 
plants 


¢ Mulch. Chipped bark or mushroom 
compost is ideal (or gravel if you're not 
planning on disturbing the planting). 

* Don’t feed the plants. Feeding 
Mediterranean plants makes them lush, 
floppy and needing more moisture. 

* Cut back plants hard in early spring 
so that they do not ‘overgrow’ in the 
UK climate, and at least once more if 
necessary to prevent them flopping 
and to keep them floriferous. Do not 
cut back in autumn and winter. 


back in autumn or winter as that makes 
plants more vulnerable to frost. 

Derry adds that many Mediterranean 
plants do not enjoy being crowded. “In their 
native habitats, they do not want water 
competition from nearby plants, so grow 
further apart. And they tend look better 
grown this way.” 


How to start the transition 
in your own garden 


Get a sense of the climate in your area and 
the different micro-habitats in your garden 

— drought-tolerant planting will be most 
suited to a sunny spot or a slope. You probably 
already have a good idea of the plants that are 
drought tolerant in your garden, so add more 
of those, gradually replacing those that 


quickly become thirsty and wilt, such as phlox 
or hydrangea. “Do your research,” says Annie 
Godfrey. “If a plant comes from Nepal it's 
probably not going to be drought tolerant, 

but if it’s from Morocco, it is.” 

Don't be afraid to experiment — and learn 
to accept losses. “| don’t expect anything to 
live forever,” says Derry Watkins. “It’s OK for 
plants to die. Plant something else, or the 
same thing again, if you like it. | have lots of 
plants that | don’t expect to live for more 
than three or four years. If I've got a couple 
of years of joy out of something, I've got 
my money's worth." 


To see Annie Godfrey’s top picks 

of drought-tolerant plants that are 
suitable for growing in the UK, visit 
gardensillustrated.com/droughtplants 
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CLIVE NICHOLS, SARAH CUTTLE, ALISTER THORPE 


SMALL GARDENS 


From a designers own garden with space for all the family to a serene city 
garden, we have plenty of ideas to make the most of a smaller plot 


CONTENTS 


Family matters 
Designer Matt Keightley’s own family friendly garden 


Forward thinking 
Who says your garden has to be at the rear of your house? 


Urban oasis 
Italian poetry meets English planting in this city sanctuary 


Bright and beautiful 
A vibrant garden attracting creatures great and small 


Outer calm 
Asian-inspired planting brings calm to a London garden 


(GI) Find more ideas for small gardens at 
gardensillustrated.com/smallgardenideas 
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Family matters 


net 
a ae ota garden designer Matt Keightley 
“transformed the small, narrow space behind his 1930s London 
home into a lush, easy glade that all sie family can enjoy 
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KEY ELEMENTS 


What A long, narrow, family garden with textural 
foliage, seasonal flowers, spacious outdoor kitchen 
and sitting area, and gym-cum-playroom. 
Where Southwest London. 

Size 18m x 5.5m. 

Soil London clay with soil conditioner. 

Aspect Northeast-facing. 

Special features Sculptural Japanese maples 
and multiple seating areas. 

Designed by Matt Keightley 
(rosebanklandscaping.co.uk). 


hen designer Matt 
Keightley and his wife 
Kate moved into their 
1930s house in London 
three years ago, the 
narrow garden offered exactly what they 
were looking for. With a large lawn and a 
few plants held hostage in tiny beds next to 
the boundaries, it provided the blank canvas 
Matt needed to create his dream family 
garden. “I had a vision of a tree-lined glade 
that would give my girls space to explore, 
with room for a kitchen and seating area 
where Kate and I could relax and entertain” 

The first step was to build an extension 
on to the back of the house. “We designed it 
so that as you walk into the kitchen, all the 
attention is focused on the garden, drawing 
you to venture outside or, on a cold winter's 
day, enjoy it from indoors,’ says Matt. 

Having mapped out the design in his 
head, rather than drawing a formal plan, 
Matt and his brother simply marked it up 
in situ with landscape paint. “T created a 
journey through the garden, with trees and 
plants blurring the boundaries and a series 
of stepping stones and terraces that shift the 
focus from one side to the other, rather than 
revealing everything at once. 

“Since we have beautiful parks nearby, 
there was no need for a lawn. Instead, I’ve 
used a bold planting palette that provides 
texture, colour and movement throughout 
the year” Three multi-stemmed Acer 
palmatum ‘Sango-kakw’ steal the show, 
their sculptural branches offering interest in 
winter, before acid-lime foliage unfurls on red 
stems in spring. The leaves then turn green 
and finally explode in an inferno of bright 
yellow in autumn. Yew topiaries also anchor 
the scheme, while a frill of foliage plants, 
including male ferns, sedges and grasses, 
create a textured backdrop to the spring 
bulbs and summer-flowering perennials > 


Multi-stemmed Acer palmatum ‘Sango-kaku' create 
the impression of a tree-lined glade. The garden offers 
a range of seating areas, including a hanging nest 
chair underplanted with the grass Melica altissima 
‘Alba’ which will eventually cover the foot of the frame, 
so it will look as though it’s floating. 
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[> that deliver temporary flashes of colour. 
The organic shapes and muted colours of the 
polished concrete stepping stones and clay 
paver terraces add to the naturalistic effect. 

Veils of foliage and flowers also help to 
disguise the spacious kitchen and seating 
area, creating an element of surprise when 
it’s finally revealed at the end of the garden. 
“A charred timber garden room that doubles 
as gym and playroom increases the sense of 
enclosure here,’ says Matt. “And the pergola 
is designed to provide support for a mature, 
inherited wisteria and cover for privacy.” 

Asked why the main seating area is at the 
back of the garden, Matt says that while a 
patio close to the house has practical benefits, 
it often means that youre staring at bulky 
furniture from inside, rather than a calming 
green space. “T’ve also dotted other seating 
through the garden to offer views from 
different angles. The children’s favourite is the 
hanging nest chair, where they love making 
dens or hanging out with Juno the dog” 

The garden's eco credentials were another 
important consideration. “Most of the hard 
landscaping is permeable and the remainder 
takes surface water into the planting beds,’ 
says Matt. “We've also increased wildlife 
habitats with trees, hedges, bird boxes 
and feeders and log piles. Maintenance 
is minimal, too — we leave moss growing 
between the clay pavers, and a sweep with 
a broom removes any surface grime” 

Above all, the garden must work for the 
family. “The different zones allow each of 
us to have our moment of peace or to fill 
the space with people when we want to be 
sociable;’ says Matt. “The kitchen, complete 
with pizza oven and barbecue, means that 
hardly a week goes by without us cooking 
outside, which we love” 


Discover the best trees for small gardens 
at\gardensillustrated.com/smalltrees 
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Top left 

Close to the house, folding chairs and a selection 
of low tables create the perfect spot for relaxing with 
amorning coffee. 

Top right 

The full-width extension helps to link house and 
garden, while a level threshold between the interior 
and exterior creates a seamless transition between 
the two. Subtle lighting around trees and along the 
path extends the family’s enjoyment of the garden 
into the evenings and throughout the seasons. 


Above 

Matt built the bespoke sofa and coffee tables at the 
end of the garden from deck boards, fascias and step 
sections. His family and friends can gather in this 
private space, screened from neighbouring windows 
by a wisteria-clad pergola. 

Right 

Striking ornamental Origanum ‘Kent Beauty’ tumbles 
from a pot on the patio close the house, its tubular 
pink flowers hidden among cone-like pink bracts that 
resemble hops, and lure bees to the garden. 


GARDEN PLAN 


@ House 

@ Concrete terrace 
3] Multi-stem acers 
4) Paver terrace 
5] Nest chair 

[6] Outdoor kitchen 
@ Raised terrace 


3} Lounge area 


C9} Pergola 
© Gym/playroom 


SE 


KEY ELEMENTS 


What Sunny, coastal front garden. 

Where Kent. 

Size 12m x 10m. 

Soil Thick yellow clay. 

Aspect South-facing. 

Special features Drought-resistant planting. 


Designed by Sarah Morgan 


(thegardencreative.com). 
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Colour is important to’Sarah: the backdrop’ 4 
of the house informs the’Colour of the hard 4 A »~ ; ' 
landscaping, with black fences and bed P 7 bs 
édging, while the acid yellow of the front - 


door is picked up in the planting by flowers 
of giant fennel and Euphorbia palustris. 
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When your front garden offers a better aspect than your back 
garden, it makes sense to make this your primary space 
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WORDS FRANCINE RAYMOND PHOTOGRAPHS SARAH CUTTLE 


When you design 
a front garden, 
there are two 
viewpoints: one 
from the road 
and the other 
from the house 


f you live by the sea with a north- 

facing back garden, it makes sense 

to make the most of your sunny 

front garden and even make it your 

primary space for growing and 
relaxing. This is exactly what Sarah Morgan 
decided to do ten years ago, when she 
moved to her Whitstable bungalow with its 
views of the north Kent coast, but tucked 
along a quiet cul-de-sac, away from the 
prevailing sea breezes. 

“When you design a front garden,” 
explains Sarah, “you have two viewpoints: 
one from the road and the other from 
the house. We wanted ours to be 
somewhere comfortable to spend time 
sitting in sun or shade, for our first coffee 
or an evening drink, not just a route from 
roadside to front door. 

“My husband fancied a 1950s garden to go 
with the house, but when I looked back, they 
seemed formal and suburban. So we went 
with a more 1960s vibe, and my inspiration 
was Whitstable with its fishermen’s buildings 
and beach plants, such as Crambe maritima, 
Echium vulgare and Centranthus ruber, 
that seem to grow with minimal human 
intervention in spite of the weather” 

Although their road is not a busy route, 
they wanted some privacy, which they 
created by cutting existing shrubs into 
neatly clipped hedges and filling the gaps 
with strategically placed, vertical, tanalised 
wooden slats interplanted with tall grasses. 
The northeast wind blows cold, but this 
garden is luckily protected by the house. 

Sarah insists this is a low-maintenance 
garden. “I’m definitely ‘no dig’ and haven't 
improved the soil in any way. I rely entirely 
on self-seeders, editing them in armfuls 
in spring. The garden is almost dormant 
during the summer, because the drought 
forces everything to early seed, but then if 
were lucky we get rain in September and > 


GARDEN 
PLAN 


@ House 

@ Path 

(3) Raised vegetable beds 

(4) Round, Corten-steel 
pond 

6 Large eucalyptus tree 

e Circular lawn 

(7) Concrete paver 
stepping stones 
Wooden vertical 
post screen 


N 


Facing page 

The large Eucalyptus gunnii tree offers shade and 
shelter from North Sea winds, and is the perfect 
place to enjoy the mix of colourful planting from the 
comfort of the swing seat, which is much loved by 
Sarah's young daughter. 


Left 

To create privacy on the garden's edges, Sarah has 
built a standing, vertical screen of black tanalised 
wooden posts interplanted with grasses 


Below 

Alliums provide reliable spring colour, which is 
picked up by self-seeded aquilegias and backed 
by omnipresent Sisyrinchium striatum, which 
Sarah has to edit every spring. 


Bottom 

Sarah also uses the space to grow vegetables, 
including this wigwam of climbing French beans and 
rows of broad beans, spinach and kale. This bed is well 
positioned so in a drought Sarah can deliver much- 
needed, recycled water straight from the kitchen. 


AUGUST 2023 |gardensillustrated.com| 71 


Pastel-pink Rosa ‘St Ethelburga’ has found space for 
itself in a bed of self-seeded nigella and pale-yellow 
sisyrinchium. A constant watch is needed to make 
sure the self-seeders do not overwhelm other plants. 


Above 

Piano-key pavers make easy walking across gravel, 
especially with wheelbarrows, bikes or pushchairs. 
Right 

Atiny Corten-steel pond, surrounded by planting, 
encourages wildlife. Birds and insects don't need a 
large expanse to drink from, and Sarah tops up the 
pond with rainwater from the water butt. 


Middle right 

Cenolophium denudatum, like many umbellifers, 
attracts lots of insects including bees, beetles and 
hoverflies. Sarah always plants with wildlife in mind. 


Far right 

Surrounded by billowing mounds of wild fennel and 
banks of Centranthus ruber, Vietnamese coriander 
(Persicaria odorata) grows in a reclaimed dustbin 
alongside mint in a terracotta chimney pot. 


Blue; plastic, Acapulco-style chairslook good in this 
garden and last well.in salty sea breezes. Sarah and her 
family enjoy-sitting in their front garden, and’she feels 
we often waste this valuable space on parked cars. 
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My inspiration 

for this garden was 
Whitstable with 
its beach plants 
that seem to grow 
without human 
intervention, 
despite the 
weather 


> renewal, before winter when it all 
goes to sleep again.” 

The heat forces the flowers to come 
and go in quick succession, but the large 
Eucalyptus gunnii is a constant, as are 
the euphorbias (Euphorbia palustris and 
Euphorbia characias subsp. wulfenii), Cercis 
canadensis ‘Forest Pansy’ and the salt cedar 
(Tamarix tetrandra). The winding gravel 
paths with tall waving grasses, including 
Stipa arundinacea provide movement in 
this inventive garden. 

When they first moved in, the garden 
was wild, so the challenge was to impose 
shape with new meandering pathways and 
a round lawn. Sarah didn't immediately clear 
everything to a blank canvas. She shaped 
large shrubs and raised canopies, gradually 
planting the self-seeders she loves - although 
many in fact, chose her. A small circular pond 
just 90cm wide has attracted wildlife, and 
strategic woodpiles are home to stag beetles 
and slow worms. “I wanted the ethereal 
planting to contrast with hard landscaping 
of metal edges to the beds and pond and steel 
structures and sculptures,” she explains. 

The black walls of the house facade are a 
rewarding backdrop to Sarah’s colour palette 
and the zingy yellow front door is picked up 
in the euphorbia and giant fennel flowers, and 
in the Lamprocapnos spectabilis ‘Gold Heart’ 
foliage. She trained as a fashion designer and 
admits to passing passions for certain colours, 
currently lime greens and oranges, then steel 
greys and bursts of purple in late summer. 

Sarah has an affinity for front gardens 
that dates from her early days in horticulture 
when she won Gold for her Feel Good Front 
Garden at RHS Hampton Court Palace 
Flower Show in 2016. Perhaps if we all made 
more use of the growing opportunities and 
habitats these valuable spaces offer, we might 
also increase a sense of neighbourliness and 
make our communities more beautiful. 4 
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Behind a terraced house in Milan, ~ » 
designer Roberto Benatti has transformeda 
tiny garden into a green, English-style oasis 


WORDS ANNIE GUILFOYLE 
PHOTOGRAPHS MATTEO CARASSALE 


+ 


KEY ELEMENTS 


What Front and back gardens of 

a small terraced house. 

Where Milan, Italy. 

Size Rear garden 9m x 6m; 

a front garden 4m x 6m. 
Soils Slightly heavy agricultural soil with 
. a pH between 6 and 6.5; amended 
with minerals and mycorrhizae. 

K. Aspect Rear garden southeast-facing; 
: front garden northwest-facing. 
Special features Lush, naturalistic 
planting and a Corten-steel feature door. 
Designed by Roberto Benatti 
(giardinibenatti.it). 


magine a contemporary garden located 
in the centre of Milan, and you would 
most likely picture something formal 
and clipped. Surprisingly, Milanese 
garden designer Roberto Benatti, who 
cites the English father of the naturalistic, wild 
garden, William Robinson, as the “light on his 
gardening journey’, created quite the opposite 
for his clients who wanted their tiny, city 
garden to be transformed into a tranquil oasis. 

Milan has a somewhat varied climate, with 
hot and humid summers, followed by cold, 
foggy and wet winters. On his first site visit, 
Roberto discovered that the rear garden was 
surrounded on all sides by tall buildings, and 
although southeast facing, catches only a little 
morning sun. By midday, it is firmly in the 
shade. There were two Phyllostachys aurea 
hedges, a 12m-high rear wall dominating the 
view and an unsightly air conditioning unit 
sat in the corner. The smaller front garden 


faces northwest but has an open aspect 
and more sun. 

Despite these setbacks, Roberto searched 
for the positives. He ‘borrowed’ the foliage 
from an Olea europaea that was dangling 
over the rear boundary wall, while in the 
front garden he set about untangling a 
very mature Trachelospermum jasminoides, 
training it up the building, encouraging it 
skyward and combining it with a Plumbago 
capensis, to enhance the colour interest. 

Small gardens such as this, offering little 
privacy and limited external views, are 
common in Milan, so Roberto’s approach 
was to create an element of mystery, 
stretching the imagination by using tall 
plants that obscured parts of the garden. 

To hide the unsightly air-conditioning 
unit, Roberto has re-purposed an old 
Corten-steel door, which creates a focal 
point and adds an air of mystery to the > 


Facing page 

Foliage from a neighbouring olive tree adds to the 
jumble of plants, including Hydrangea macrophylla 
‘Zorro, Amsonia tabernaemontana, Cyrtomium 
falcatum and Nandina domestica, that fills this 

tiny space. Including so much planting may seem 
counter-intuitive, but Roberto takes inspiration from 
an Italian poem, L'infinito by Giacomo Leopardi, in 
which the poet can't see what lies beyond a hedge, 
meaning the horizon of his imagination is broadened. 


Left 

A huge window frames the view into the rear garden, 
merging inside with outside and allowing the owners 
to connect with nature in urban Milan. 


Below 

Chelone obliqua (sometimes known as turtlehead 
on account of its curiously shaped flowers) provides 
a splash of colour from late summer into autumn. 


Bottom 

The daisy-like flowers of Aster indicus last from 
summer through to late autumn, creating a fresh 
groundcover for the rear garden. 
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For each of The tiny front garden needs to work 
hard providing storage space for the 


these pocket- owners’ bicycles while also looking 


good year round. Here Roberto has 


sized gardens, used mainly evergreen plants, such 


as the clump-forming, variegated 


R ob ert Oo h as tri e d sedge Carex oshimensis ee w 
to convey a slightly 
different mood 


[> garden, hinting at a hidden space 
beyond the boundaries. He also set a 
stepping stone path on the diagonal to 
emphasise the longest axis, making the 
garden appear wider than it really is. 

Roberto background is in forestry and 
agriculture, and so his first consideration 
is always the soil. For this garden, he has 
varied the texture in different areas to 
allow for the different requirements of 
shrubs and herbaceous plants, adding both 
minerals, such as volcanic zeolite, and 
mycorrhizae to improve the movement of 
water and nutrients through the soil. It’s 
an approach that helps him to sustain 
a far greater variety of plants. 

For each of these pocket-sized gardens, 
Roberto has tried to convey a slightly 
different mood. In the rear garden, he has 
placed the emphasis on textural foliage 
and successional flowering, using a range 
of plants that includes Agapanthus Ever 
Sapphire (= ‘Andbim’), Nandina domestica, 
Hydrangea macrophylla “Zorro, Cyrtomium 
falcatum, Chelone obliqua, Amsonia 
tabernaemontana, Geranium x johnsonii 
Johnson's Blue’ and Agapanthus africanus. 

In the front garden, Roberto aimed 
for a completely different mood, with 
predominantly evergreen plants such as 
Loropetalum chinense, Westringia fruticosa, 
Myrtus communis; Mahonia eurybracteata 
‘Narihira and Carex oshimensis ‘Evergold, 
the garden's only variegated plant. 

Each garden has its own personality, 
but they combine to more than fulfil the 
clients’ desire for a lush and tranquil urban 
oasis. Roberto approach to the design of 
this pocket-sized, city garden is surely 
a perfect balance between romanticism 
and practicality, with a splash of poetry 
thrown into the mix. 
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Left 

Roberto carefully untangled this once neglected 
Trachelospermum jasminoides and trained it 

up the front facade of the house. 


Bottom left 

An old Corten-steel door, which cleverly conceals 
an air-conditioning unit, offers the suggestion of a 
hidden garden beyond the boundaries. This focal 
point for the rear garden adds to the air of intrigue 
and mystery created by the tapestry of tall planting, 
among which it appears almost to float. 


Below 

In the rear garden, Roberto has used the heavenly 
bamboo Nandina domestica, a compact shrub that 
in early autumn offers attractive berries followed by 
brilliant foliage in shades of red and gold. 


PLAN 

e House 

2] Terrace 

® Bamboo 
hedging 

4) Olea europaea 


(5) Stepping stones 
6} Corten door 


KEY HLEMENTS 


What Wildlife-friendly city garden. 
Where Utrecht, the Netherlands. 
Size 65 square metres. 


2s i Soil Mixed garden soil improved 
a ae 
, Seth q with compost and topsoil. 
m3 Aspect West-facing. 


Special features Raised pond, 


barbecue'tBrtace, vegetable beds 


and various seating areas. 
: ~ 
Designed by,Carolien Barkman - 


Coxree’ ss SZ 
- we wr 
z 4 
. , oe 
iJ 
AR 
1, reve NA YI 
aes a a ® 
_ oe . 2, = 
¥ ‘ <i eA 
“ry ep Peale Wea a 
a < Se = « 3 eo. | $ 3 ey 
HK, is, Se Se . Pale Peas 1s Ee bat? ede eZ 
ih ‘ ~*~ > whe. y =a” res .  8te 
Ae hy 1 -nve he Se : , a > tt : 
x CPST eee ‘doe POR 
LiF mis, pe * A PP he ; 
by ¢ } e.- “ ~ : e 
J >< 5 ‘ 
: « DIT an Cau 
¥ ca) ag 
d ». rh. % vs ~ ; a 


This small city garden in Utrecht is now buzzing with life thanks +i 


-++ %. toatransformation by designer Carolien Barkman ‘ 
er , “. . 
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It’s not a big plot, 
so the challenge 
was how to fit 
everything in, 
while still creating 
a beautiful garden 
where the family 
could relax 


oads, water snails and a shrew. 

None of these creatures — all 

of which have now made their 

home in this garden just a short 

walk from the centre of Utrecht 
- would previously have given it a second 
glance. “It was just awful? says the owner. 
“Just a lot of paving, some sad grass and no 
plants. The kids liked it because they could 
play ball, but once they were old enough to 
play out on the street, we decided to make 
something beautiful instead” 

Having been impressed by images of 
Carolien Barkman’s work in a book on small 
garden design, they set up a meeting and 
gave her the brief: a lush, wildlife-friendly 
garden with lots of colour, room to grow 
vegetables and, crucially, space for three 
barbecues. “They also wanted space to sit 
under a tree, somewhere to eat and a pond? 
remembers Carolien. “It's not a big plot, so 
the challenge was how to fit this all in, while 
still creating a beautiful garden where the 
family could relax” 

Carolien has done this by zoning the 
garden into three different areas - the 
productive garden to the front; the barbecue 
terrace to the side and the ornamental 
garden, which incorporates three distinct 
seating areas, to the rear. Tying them all 
together is a limited palette consisting almost 
entirely of bricks in various forms, to match 
the architecture of the house. 

Broken bricks, a recycled material that 
allows more water to permeate the ground, 
have been used for the meandering pathways, 
while the terraces have been made with 
square brick pavers of the same colours. 
Standard bricks have been used for the 
central pond and the raised beds Carolien 
built to enhance the feeling of seclusion and 
intimacy in the garden. 

While the front and side gardens are 
relatively restrained with a focus on foliage [> 
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GARDEN PLAN 


C1) Raised vegetable 
beds 


(2) House 


(3) Barbecue terrace 


4) Garage 
5] Raised pool 


6} Pergola 
@ Quince tree 


Facing page 

Carolien has made the dining area more intimate by 
adding a pergola and a raised bed to one side. The 
owners wanted to keep the existing Russian vine, to 
which Carolien has added Vitis vinifera ‘Rembrandt: 


Left 

With so many seating areas, the hard landscaping 
could have easily become overwhelming, but Carolien 
has avoided this by softening the edges with plants 
such as Erigeron karvinskianus, Asarum europaeum 
and Geranium wallichianum ‘Crystal Lake’ and 
clothing fences in climbers, such as Akebia quinata. 


Below 

The beautiful, understated flowers of Iris foetidissima 
are complemented by vivid orange-red seeds in 
autumn and winter. Useful for both sun and shade, 

it is dotted through the side and rear gardens. 


Bottom 

The covered dining area means the family now 
spends a lot more time outdoors in summer, and 
the blue seating set perfectly complements the 
colours of the salvia and corydalis. 
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Rosa x odorata ‘Mutabilis’ is covered with single, 
bright-pink flowers from May until the first frosts. 
It has sometimes flowered into December. 
Above 
Forget-me-nots are just one of the plants that have 
been allowed to self-seed throughout the garden. 
“They're very welcome,’ says Carolien. 
Above right 
Using a single hard-landscaping material in different 
formats (bricks, broken bricks and brick pavers) can 
be a useful approach in small gardens. It helps to unify 
the space and instils a sense of calm, while also 
demarcating different zones in the space. 
Far right 
The vegetable beds in the front garden measure 
around 1m deep by 5.6m long, giving ample space for 
acold frame as well as rows of beans and other crops. 
Right 
Long-flowering Salvia x sylvestris ‘Blauhtgel’ is used 
repeatedly throughout the garden, its vivid clumps 
adding rhythm to the planting. 
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A fabulous wisteria shades the © AWA terrace in 
front of the garage and provides prime conditions 
for shade-loving plants including Myrrhis odorata, 

Tiarella wherryi, Geranium macrorrhizum ‘Pindus’ 

» and Aruncus-Horatio: The rear garden can just be 

glimpsed through the connecting door. 


I know some 
people don't like 
the colour 
combination, but 

I a love 
the pinks against 
the orange of the 
California poppies 


> plants, it is in the rear garden where 
Carolien has really focused on the colour 
element of the brief. “The back garden is 
accessed through a little wooden door, 
almost like a secret garden, and I wanted 
to emphasise that contrast and feeling of 
surprise as you enter,’ she says. 

Roses — climbing Rosa Guirlande Rose 
(= ‘Velwichba), soft pink R. ‘Mamouche’ and 
R. x odoratax “Mutabilis’ - are the key plants, 
providing months and months of flower and 
scent, punctuated by the vertical accents of 
Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’ 
Around these swirl eddies of looser plants, 
many of them allowed to self-seed to enhance 
the relaxed, unfussy atmosphere. Centranthus 
ruber and spires of Digitalis purpurea — 
both fantastic for pollinators - pick up on 
the blushing tones of the roses, while the 
deep-indigo Salvia x sylvestris ‘Blauhiigel 
and electric-blue Corydalis curviflora subsp. 
rosthornii ‘Blue Heror’ give a striking 
contrast. “I know some people don't like the 
colour combination, but I particularly love 
the pinks against the orange of the California 
poppies,’ says Carolien. 

Throughout the garden are edible plants 
including garlic chives, rosemary, black 
chokeberry (Aronia melanocarpa “Hugin’) 
and wineberries (Rubus phoenicolasius). 

“T think it's the best fruit you can have,’ says 
Carolien. “It’s like a cross between a raspberry 
and a strawberry and has very nice red 
stems.” A quince tree supplies both fruit 

and some much-needed shade. 

“Sitting under the tree or the pergola 
is so much nicer than sitting under a sun 
umbrella,’ says the owner, who now spends 
far more time in the garden. For the children, 
now teenagers, it’s a space to listen to their 
music, but for their parents, it is birdsong 
and sounds of the insects that bring joy. “It's 
literally buzzing with life,” says the owner. 
“And that makes me extremely happy:’U 
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pre-existing work studio, which is partly 
concealed by a purple Japanese-acer. 
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* mee hard landscaping have transformed a tired 
nip om oe lawn into a tranquil space for reflection 


WORDS JOANNA FORTNAM- PHOTOGRAPHS.ALISTER THORPE 
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Geranium macrorrhizum ‘Spessart. 


muted trickling 
of water adding 
a soothin 
soundtrac 


he Victorian terraces of 
northwest London, with their 
bay windows and tidy hedges, 
present a conformist face to 
the world. But behind their 
doors, there are always surprises. Step into 
one house in Queen's Park and you enter 

a modern, open-plan living space with 

a glowing oasis of green at the far end. 

This sparkling garden of foliage, light and 
movement banishes all thoughts of drab 
city life. “Visitors always say ‘this is not what 
I was expecting,’ says the owner. 

Five years ago, after growing tired of 
the mix of lawn, old apple trees and a few 
Japanese acers, she and her husband decided 
it was time for a change. “My husband had 
a vision of how he wanted our home to 
incorporate inside and out,’ she says. “His 
mother was from Singapore, and he grew up 
in Camden. I think you can see all that in the 
combination of the urban, hard, grey surfaces 
and the tropical feel of the garden” 

To create this melding of southeast Asia 
and north London, the couple turned to 
garden design and landscape architecture 
practice GRDN. “It was a great brief from day 
one; remembers designer Peter Robinson of 
GRDN. Refreshingly, the couple didn’t ask 
for a lawn; instead they tasked GRDN with 
creating a seamless connection to the garden 
and a planting palette that would offer the 
owner, who works from a studio at the 
end of the garden, something vibrant yet 
calming to look out on. 

“Tt was getting the balance right - the 
transition from the house and how the clients 
would use that journey to the back of the 
garden,’ says co-designer Paul Duffy. To 
achieve this, he and Peter divided the space 
with straight lines and balanced proportions, 
not to create an obvious formal layout, but to 
give a subliminal sense of structure. Planting 
and paving are the key design elements, > 
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Left 

The low Hee Lounge chairs from Danish furniture 
specialist Hay can easily be moved around the 
garden, from the sunny terrace near the house to 
this shady spot by the studio. The red creates a 
sharp contrast with the rich tapestry of foliage 
colours, from the deep green of Fatsia japonica to 
the variegated Euonymus japonicus ‘Ovatus Aureus’ 
and red-leaved Acer palmatum. 


Below left 

A bespoke metal water trough brings the sound of 
trickling water — and frogs — to the garden. The 
banded vertical stems of Dutch rush (Equisetum 
ramosissimum) add an exotic touch. 


Below right 

Morning sun filters through the red foliage of an 
existing Japanese acer, possibly Acer palmatum ‘Red 
Baron’ The softness and tranquillity of the garden 
allows the senses to slowly discover the many details 
of light, movement and sound. 


GARDEN PLAN 


@ House D Bronze water 
C2] Terrace sculpture 

© outdoor storage O Timber bench 
t 4] Seating area 9 ] Studio 


5] Water trough N 
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Trees are joined by 
a shrub layer of 
hardy evergreens 
that includes 
Pittosporum 
tenuifolium, Fatsia 
japonica and 


heavenly bamboo 


> and every corner and interface between 
hard and soft had to give maximum impact. 

For height and focus, Peter and Paul 
retained the Japanese acers, along with one 
gnarly apple tree, and added an Amelanchier 
x lamarckii to provide both spring and 
autumn interest. These trees are joined 
by a shrub layer of hardy, mainly Asian, 
evergreens that includes Pittosporum 
tenuifolium, Fatsia japonica and heavenly 
bamboo, to create volume. At ground level 
the emphasis is on a subtle mix of green 
foliage, including Pachysandra terminalis 
and Hakonechloa macra, to create a lush 
groundcover. Flowers are largely incidental 
to the foliage with alliums, astrantias, hardy 
geraniums, hellebores and vincas adding 
subtle, seasonal pops of colour. 

By the house, a terrace laid with concrete 
pavers creates an intimate seating area that 
can also accommodate a dining table and 
barbecue for larger gatherings. “The gardens 
we make have to be adaptable,” says Peter. 
“Two people could sit in this garden and not ee 27) 
feel exposed — but you could also have ten i eet 
people out here having dinner” e ie 

Beyond this terrace, Schellevis concrete | LR: 
planks form a path to the studio. Softened Pane we 
by narrow strips of Soleirolia soleirolii, 


S 


these planks have been laid horizontally ee se 
to emphasise the width of the garden, 
while areas of green planting, a water ene sA* att eh 
trough and timber bench break up the ‘2 4 it Pm 5 sctieaas ro She 
space, slowing the journey. ae pot ee art ot 
The result is a soft and enclosed world " fuk eee fr PApras? oi 7% 
wes ope 


of lush planting, multiple textures and y 
shades of green, a place to leave the urban ee lt 
world behind, with the muted trickling of 
water adding a soothing soundtrack. It's a 
beautifully subtle balance of precision and 
softness that creates the calmness the owners 
wanted. But don't be tempted to call it a 
simple garden. “Although it may be minimal, 
to achieve this isn’t simple,’ says Peter. U 
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The owner now has the calming view from. yr 
her studio she originally desired, plus a 
large timber bench from which to take in 

- the garden's changes. “I spend time sitting ~ 

on that bench.and looking at the garden,” 

she says. “I love the peace and tranquillity 

the garden adds to my work, to my life.” 


Left 

Waterpiece, a bronze sculpture by British sculptor 
Kim Lim, is brushed by the foamy flowers of Tiarella 
‘Spring Symphony’ The trays collect water, which 
helps to attract birds and frogs into the garden. 


Below 

In this shady niche on one side of the timber bench, 
the lacy fronds of a soft shield fern (Polystichum 
setiferum) combine with a tall hart’s tongue fern 
(Asplenium scolopendrium) and Hakonechloa macra. 


Bottom right 

Creeping mind-your-own-business (Soleirolia 
soleirolii) cushions the hard, angular edges of 
the large timber bench, which was recycled 
from a Danish shipyard. 


Bottom left 

Sliding glass doors frame the tranquil garden and help 
create the seamless link between house and garden 
the owners asked for. The smooth, concrete terrace 
beyond the doors helps to emphasise this link and its 
simplicity creates a visual launch pad, encouraging 
the eye to skip over it to the planting beyond. 


12 free gardens to 
visit this summer 


[ ) n : nany t 
wn the UK that you can enjoy for free during the summer 
holidays, with top-notch, inspirational planting schemes 


COMPILED BY STEPHANIE MAHON AND SORREL EVERTON 


The Hepworth 
Wakefield Garden, 
West Yorkshire 


The striking modernist gallery 
building is matched by a stand-out 
small garden. Designed by Tom 
Stuart-Smith and curated by cultural 
gardener Katy Merrington, the space 
is open to all. Planting gives colour 
from April to November, starting 
with tulips and narcissi, through to 
taller perennials, such as Echinacea 
pallida and tawny Stipa calamagrostis. 
Sculptures enhance the plants’ own 
sculptural qualities. Open 365 days a 
year, 24 hours. Gallery Walk, Wakefield, 
West Yorkshire WR1 SAW. Tel 01924 
247360|hepworthwakefield.org 


K PHOTO 


ALAMY STOC 


tu 
=i 
fr 
r 


IM, MAX CC 


JASON INGRAM, RICHARD BLOC 


GARDENS TO VISIT 


Horniman Museum & Gardens, London 


The Horniman Museum in south London and its extensive gardens are 
concerned with natural history and human culture. There’s been a fresh 
approach since head gardener Errol Reuben Fernandes took over, and 
newer areas such as the Grasslands Garden, which celebrates wild 
landscapes and was designed by James Hitchmough, now complement 
established spaces including the Sunken, Wildlife, Sound, Medicinal and 
Dye Gardens. Summer opening hours: Monday to Saturday, 7.15am-8.30pm; 


Barbican Conservatory, 
City of London 


A secret oasis in the City of London, housed 
under more than 2,000 square metres of 
glass and steel roof and spread over several 
levels. It’s home to more than 1,500 species 
of plants, including bananas, palms and 
cacti, as well as koi-filled ponds, all of which 
soften the Brutalist complex. While in the 
area, there’s also Beech Gardens, designed 
by Nigel Dunnett, free and open 24 hours. 
Conservatory open on selected days every 
week from 12pm. Free tickets are released 
online, on Fridays at 10am for the following 
week; a limited number of day tickets are 
released online from 9.30am on open days. 
Barbican Centre, Silk Street, London EC2Y 
8DS. Tel 020 7870 2500 barbican.org.uk 


Sundays and Bank Holidays, 8am-8.30pm. 100 London Road, Forest Hill, 
London SE23 3PQ. Tel 020 8699 1872,|horniman.ac.uk 


Royal Botanic 
Garden Edinburgh 


Renowned for its botanical research, the 
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh is a 
prestigious institution with a history 
dating back to the 17th century, but many 
people don’t realise that this 70-acre 
garden is also free to visit. Enjoy wandering 
the different areas such as the Woodland 
Garden, Heath Garden, Rock Garden, 
Arboretum, Pond and Chinese Hillside, 
each with its own style and community of 
plants. The Glasshouses are presently 
closed as part of a restoration project to 
protect the garden’s Living Collection. 
Summer open hours: daily, 1Oam-6pm. 
20A Inverleith Row, Edinburgh EH3 5LR. 

Tel 0131 552 7171.|rbge.org.uk 


Hauser & Wirth 
Somerset 


This is gallerists Hauser & Wirth’s rural 

UK setting. Outside the converted farm 
buildings and additional gallery space, tens 
of thousands of plants have been masterfully 
orchestrated by plantsman Piet Oudolf. As 
its name, Oudolf Field, suggests, this is more 
of a planted landscape than garden with Piet 
creating a series of huge interlocking beds 
that stretch away from the gallery with 
robust, form-focused planting at scale. The 
gallery hosts a full programme of high- 
profile exhibitions, plus there’s a café, bar 
and restaurant. Open Tuesday to Sunday, 
10am-5pm. Durslade Farm, Bruton, 

Somerset BA1O ONL. Tel 01749 814060, 


hauserwirth.com| [> 
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So, you're feeling 
feelings of unrequited 
love in a grand hallway 
adorned with statues 
and their strategically 


placed fig leaves. 


Then you're going to want Red Ochre. 
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Grey to Green, Sheffield 


This remarkably successful regeneration initiative has greened a formerly 
industrial corridor of inner-city Sheffield, with beautiful but low-maintenance, 
ecological, perennial planting schemes. Planting designer Nigel Dunnett and 
the project team created rain-garden-style beds to manage the rainwater runoff, 
planted many trees and introduced welcome ribbons of colour to the previously 
tarmac and concrete routes. There is also art to enjoy along the way. 

Castlegate, Sheffield S3 8LE|greytogreen.org.uk 


Mayfield Park, Manchester m: 


An ambitious, six-and-a-half-acre, urban project encompassing a sequence of "a 
spaces — open lawns, play areas, floodable meadows, riverside walks — inviting 

the user to ‘get closer to nature and experience the park differently’. Accessibility 

to the River Medlock has been reclaimed from decades of post-industrial 
neglect with flower-rich planting cleverly interwoven into the shared spaces. 
Don’t miss the children’s slides — including one that slides you across the river. 
Open daily, dawn until dusk. Baring Street, Manchester M1 2PYJmayfieldpark.com 


GARDENS TO VISIT 
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Crossrail Place Roof 
Garden, London 


Located on a rooftop in Canary Wharf, 
London, this little green surprise with its 
sweeping glass roof, designed by Foster + 
Partners, features many tropical and 
exotic trees and plants from around the 
world, including Asia and the Americas, 
and offers views out across the waterfront 
and city skyline. Inspired by the history 
of the surrounding docks in international 
trade, there are different areas of planting 
themed to various parts of the world, 
including Morocco and New York. 

Open daily until 9pm, or sunset in summer. 
Crossrail Place, London E14 5AB. 


canarywharf.com/open-spaces/crossrail- 
place-roof-garden/|[> 
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GARDENS TO VISIT 


Inner Temple, 
London 


You'll find this gem tucked within 


the historic courtyards of London’s 
legal quarters. With its own 
microclimate, the garden includes 
semi-exotic borders, mature trees, 
seasonal containers and an 
immaculate glasshouse. The lawn 
is dominated by huge plane trees, 
while the area beneath has been 
left to give a more meadowy effect. 
Usually open weekdays (excluding 
Bank Holidays), 12.30-3pm. Also 
look out for Open Days. Crown Office 
Row, Inner Temple, London EC4Y 
7HL. Tel 020 7797 8243, 
innertemple.org.uk/estate-garden/ 


” 


Peter Beales Rose 
Garden, Norfolk 


As one of the top UK rose growers, Peter 
Beales has long been a destination for 
rose lovers. Alongside the nursery there’s 
a two-acre display garden showcasing 
unique, historic, rare and contemporary 
roses growing alongside other planting. 
The first rose was planted in 1983, while 
more recently, the gardens have been 
developed to include an area where roses 
are being grown for their benefits to 
pollinators and other wildlife. Plenty 

of expert advice available. Open daily, 
9am-5pm (Sundays and Bank Holidays 
10am-4pm). London Road, Attleborough, 
Norwich, Norfolk NR17 1AY. Tel 01953 454707, 
classicroses.co.uk 
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Aston Pottery, 
Oxfordshire 


A working pottery with shop and café, set 
in a charming Oxfordshire village, Aston 
Pottery also has a show-stopping garden 
made up of six large, inspirational border 
schemes, which give interest from spring 
right through to autumn. They include 
the Hornbeam Walk, Dahlia Garden, the 
Hot Bank, traditional Perennial Border, 
the Annual Border (peaking in September 
with over 5,000 plants), and a tropical 
border, many with bright, cheery colours 
and half-hardy and tender plants. Open 
Monday to Saturday, 9.30am-5pm; Sunday, 
10.30am-5pm. Kingsway Farm, Aston, 
Oxfordshire OX18 2BT. Tel 01993 852031, 
astonpottery.co.uk 


The Walled Garden 
at Mells, Somerset 


Step through the door into the walled 
garden behind a pretty cottage in the 
Somerset village of Mells and you'll find 
that its low-key, relaxed atmosphere is 
infectious. It couples shabby-chic 
cottage-garden-style planting - including 
lots of roses and honeysuckle - with a 
café serving fresh pizzas, a community, 
not-for-profit plant nursery, and a 
programme of horticultural, social 

and therapeutic workshops. Open 
Wednesday to Sunday, llam-5pm 

(last pizza order at 4pm). 5 Rectory 
Cottages, Mells, Frome, Somerset BA11 
3PN. Tel 01373 812597, 
thewalledgardenatmells.co.uk 
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Advertisement feature 


Stru 


The straw mulch for 
organic gardening 


‘Strulch’ is a scientific 
success story. At Leeds 
University, Dr Geoff 
Whiteley found he 
could replicate a 
natural process which 
preserves straw. He 
and his wife Jackie 
brought the new 
environmentally 
friendly, biodegradable 
mulch to market. Fast 
becoming the preferred 
mulch of professional 
and amateur gardeners. 


Strulch is made from 
wheat straw and the 
mineralisation process 
preserves the straw and 
turns it dark brown. It 
has aneutral pH so can 
be used anywhere in the 
garden and it lasts for up 
to two years. Over time, 
the mulch improves soil 
structure and adds 
nutrients. The physical 
properties of the mulch 
and the added minerals 
deter slugs and snails. 


Strulch is available in 
9kg bags from our 
stockists. For best value 
buy direct in bulk on 
pallets of 12, 25, 40 or 
48 x13.5 kg bags. 


www-:strulch.co.uk 


® 


Used 
by major 
horticultural 
gardens 


Professional gardeners 
see the benefits too: 


“[have used it on the veg 
beds asaheavy mulch 
and experimenting in 
some areas aS ano dig 
concept; laid it on 
cardboard on the beds 
and will sow wildflower 
seed into it. Ihave used it 
on two of the herbaceous 
borders to keep the 
weeds down and keep 
the ground warmer to 
help protect the crowns. 


Head Gardener, 
Floors Castle Gardens 


“lam extremely pleased 
with the product’s ability 
to suppress weed growth 
and have noted an 
observable improvement 
in overall plant health 
and soil structure over a 
wide range of plants with 
successive applications. 
David Redmore, 
Director Garden and 
Landscape Design. 
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ME HIGHLIGHTS 
7-24. September Town square transformations — Bergamo by 
Berlin studio Topotek 1, Brescia by landscape architect Silvia Ghirelli 
9-10 September Alpine seminar (from €90) 


20 September Garden Masterclass workshop — Marco Scano and 
Andy Sturgeon (€305) 


21 September Masterclass with Martin Rein-Cano, founder 
of Topotek 1 studio (€475) 


21 September Valfredda Perennials seminar (€195.20) 


22-23 September International Meeting of the Landscape 
and Garden conference (from €119.56) 


7-24 SEPTEMBER 2023, BERGAMO AND BRESCIA, ITALY 
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Landscape Festival - I Maestri del Paesaggio: International Meeting of the Landscape and Garden 


his year’s International Meeting of the Landscape with installations that pick up on the culture of the landscape, 
and Garden is the main event of the Bergamo past, present and future. Renowned Italian landscape architect 
Brescia Italian Capital of Culture 2023 project. Silvia Ghirelli is designing the sensory, plant-focused installation 
Once again the festival draws together an in Brescia’s Piazza Boni, and in Bergamo, the square’s green 
international gathering of top landscape thinkers transformation is being designed by a pioneering design studio 
for a series of talks, seminars and group activities that consider from Germany, Topotek 1, led by Martin Rein-Cano. 
how our urban spaces can better interact with the natural world. All events are aimed at both professional horticulturists 
This year there is the foremost consideration of climate change and designers, and interested members of the public. The festival 
and how we need to redefine planting and urban spaces. is a great opportunity to be part of an international, landscape- 
Alongside the programme of events, both Brescia and inspired gathering. Join events of your choice, or simply immerse 
Bergamos historic squares will be transformed into green havens yourself in the transformation of these historic, plant-filled cities. 


Landscape Festival 2023” 
Full details, ticket costs and booking details for the conference and 
all events can be found at landscapefestival.it 


* The first 20 Gardens Illustrated readers who book for the International Meeting of the Landscape and Garden Conference, using the unique code below, can purchase 
a full conference, lunch and dinner ticket for the price of a lunch-only conference ticket, saving €34.16. Go to landscapefestival.it/dettagli-e-registrazioni/international-meeting 
and click on the -30% IM+Light Lunch+Dinner option and use code gardensillustrated30 to gain your discounted ticket. 


CONFERENCE SPEAKERS 


Landscape and Garden conference, 22-23 September 2023, held in the Teatro Sociale with 
lectures, talks and videos from an international line up of experts including: 


Stuart Glen (South Africa) 
Principal and founder of 
award-winning GREENinc 
Landscape Architects in 
Johannesburg, whose 

work is renowned for its 
cultural sensitivity and 


contemporary functionality. 


Peter Korn (Sweden) 
Plantsman and garden 
designer researching an 
experimental approach 
to high diversity, climate- 
aware planting. 


Thomas Doxiadis (Greece) 
Architect and landscape 
architect whose Athens- 
based studio focuses on 

a sense of exploration and 
interconnectedness with 
the natural world. 


Patrick Hazari (USA) 
Director of design and 
construction at the High 
Line in New York, whose 
work on the urban greening 
project has contributed 

to the success of this 
exemplary linear park. 


Teresa Moller (Chile) 
Influential landscape architect 
whose studio takes on large- 
scale projects, giving value 

to nature and developing 
culturally sensitive projects. 


Claire Takacs (Australia) 
Photographer whose 
exploration of light reveals 
layers of beauty within 
landscapes and gardens. 


Rebecca McMackin (USA) 
Past director of horticulture 
of Brooklyn Bridge Park who 
is now furthering her studies 
of ecological design and 
science communication. 
Rebecca also champions 
ethical labour management. 


Giacomo Guzzon (UK) 
Working with Gillespies, 
Giacomo has become a 
leading voice in planting 
design, lecturing at Greenwich 
and Sheffield universities, 
with a focus on greening cities 
in times of climate concern. 


Made Associati (Italy) 

Design and architecture studio 
whose projects look to 
preserve and evolve urban 
areas, often with an industrial 
heritage at their core. 


Oythe annual festival of | Maestri 
heir del/Paesaggio transforms the 

~ Italian city of Bergamo with greened 
squares, cloisters and installations that 
celebrate landscape design. 


WORKSHOPS 
AND SEMINARS 


* 9-10 September Alpine 
seminar: safeguarding 

the alpine cultural landscape 
of these fragile ecosytems 
with particular reference 

to food heritage. 


* 20 September Garden 
Masterclass hosts Marco 
Scano and Andy Sturgeon 
for a workshop looking at 
the effects of climate 
change on planting design. 


* 21 September Masterclass 
with Martin Rein-Cano, 
founder of Topotek 1 studio, 
on the Bergamo green square. 


* 21 September Valfredda 
Perennials seminar 
considering planting 

from a southern 

European perspective. 
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The greatest love begins with a little spark. 
Ignite the fire within. 


leaston Electric Stove 
Shown in inglenook 


WOOD BURNING 


Charlton & Jenrick” 


Best of British fires, fireplaces & stoves 


OF eC] 
is c } 01952 200 444 | marketing@charltonandjenrick.co.uk | www.charltonandjenrick.co.uk| HEE) 
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DESIGN SOURCEBOOK 


Benches 


Rest and relax in the garden with our pick of stylish seats 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR 
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STYLISH ARTS AND CRAFTS SIMPLE 
Key Wood 3-seater Garden Bench, Lutyens Teak Garden Bench, Classic 2.5-seater Bench, 
solid acacia, £499, Tikamoon, £470, Sustainable Furniture, £1,495, Norfolk Garden Furniture, 
020 3514 7098 tikamoon.co.uk 01726 884123,|sustainable-furniture.co.uk} 01263 741134, |norfolkgardenfurniture.com 


SOCIAL SEATING CURVED CONTEMPORARY 


Banco Double Bench by Skagerak, Meander Love Seat, oak Anyday 2-Seater Metal Garden Sofa, 
£2,441, The Worm That Turned, from £6,420, Gaze Burvill, light blue, £129, John Lewis, 


0345 605 2505,|worm.co.uk 01420 588444 |gazeburvill.com 0345 610 0336,johnlewis.com 


Discover a wider 
range of benches 
by scanning 

this QR code 

with your phone 
camera, or visit 
gardensillustrated. 


a com/benches 
ik =F ee oS 
DURABLE SLEEK DESIGN ROMANTIC 
Habitat Samoa Eucalyptus 2 Seater Manhattan Bench, Willow Garden Bench, cream, 
Garden Bench, Natural, £110, Argos, £714, The Steel Bench Company, 01422 £93.99, Big Furniture Warehouse, 
argos.co.uk 483010 |thesteelbenchcompany.co.uk bigfurniturewarehouse.com 
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ILLUSTRATED Browse 
Take a look at some of our latest 
fantastic offers, covering gardening, 
lifestyle, travel, food and drink, and more. 
i Redeem 


Follow the link provided in each 


Pp RO € R A M M E offer and apply the offer code when 


placing your order. 


Check out the latest discounts available with the Find even more 
Go tojgardensillustrated.com/offers 
Gardens Illustrated Reader Rewards scheme to to find the full range of discounts, deals 


and competitions available to you. 


save on gardening, travel, food & drink and more 


Create \cademy 


Va 


20% OFF CREATE ACADEMY MASTERCLASSES 

Expand your gardening and creative skills this summer with Create Academy's 
immersive online video courses, taught by leading experts. Discover naturalistic 
planting design with Dan Pearson, how to grow beautiful cut flowers with 

The Land Gardeners, or the art of everlasting flowers with Bex Partridge (right). 
Just released, learn how to take professional-quality photographs with one of 
the UK's most acclaimed garden photographers, Jason Ingram (above). So 
whether you're considering retraining, seeking inspiration or want to treat a 
special person, Create Academy has a world of joyful learning to explore. 


ae. 


For 20% off any Create Academy course use code GARDENS20 at 
createacademy.com 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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ENJOY A 5% DISCOUNT ON ALL SAGA 
BOUTIQUE CRUISES 

For a holiday with a difference, take a look at Saga’s 
inspiring choice of 2023 boutique river cruises. Set sail 
on Europe's finest waterways on board Saga’s brand-new 
ships Spirit of the Rhine and Spirit of the Danube, both of 
which have been specifically designed for Saga guests — 
your very own floating boutique hotel! 


Readers get 5% off all Saga cruises. To book, call O800 
300 400 quoting GDNIL, or visit 


SAVE UP TO 10% WITH FRED. OLSEN 
CRUISE LINES 

Discover a different way to cruise with Fred. Olsen 
Cruise Lines. Based on five generations of seafaring, 
Fred. Olsen prides itself on a customer experience 
that’s uncrowded, warm and civilised — treating 
passengers as guests, like the family-run business it is. 


Readers can save up to 10% on all cruises, with 5% 
Gardens Illustrated discount in addition to Fred. 
Olsen’s 5% Oceans Loyalty Club discount. Call O800 
035 5108 quoting discount code Garden5 


Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines 


TRAVEL TO FRANCE AND SPAIN FOR 
LESS WITH BRITTANY FERRIES 

Brittany Ferries sails from Portsmouth, Poole or 
Plymouth to ports in France including Caen, Roscoff, 
Saint-Malo, Le Havre and Cherbourg. It also offers 
the only direct ferry service from the UK to Spain, 
travelling to either Santander or Bilbao. Start your 
holiday for less with 5% off all Brittany Ferries routes. 


To claim your 5% discount, head to 


brittanyferries.com/gardensillustrated|or 


call 0330 173 2549 quoting code 621591 


£7 
Brittany Ferries 


SAVE 
10% 


10% DISCOUNT WHEN YOU SHOP 
ONLINE AT HAYLOFT 

Fill your garden with beautiful plants for less. Hayloft has 

a superb selection of bulbs, perennials, grasses, ferns and 
more, so you'll find plenty to inspire your gardening this 
summer. There's also a great selection of garden essentials, 
from pots and baskets, to compost, plant feed and items to 
encourage wildlife to your garden. 


To claim your 10% discount on everything online, visit 


hayloft.co.uk|and use code GI10 at checkout. 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 


AUGUST 2023 |gardensillustrated.com} 101 


ANA 
a 
NANI 


i 

\ 

M 
LARAAAAA 


‘Ay 
AN 


AAAI 


Hy 
i 
att 
tr 


H 
i 


Why 
Wii, 
Wn 
HANA 
AAA 
FEREEEE 
AAA 
Mh 
FF 


HH 
tk 

Hi 
Hh 
Hh 
i 
( i 
i 


if 


y 
Ni 


fi 
f 


ij 
Hh 
ih 
Hh 


ih 
{7 

tht 
fe 
i 
ANI 


i 
Mi 
M 
ih 
itt 


fi 

i 
i) 
MH 

i 


ft 
nh 
Hh 
nit 
ih 
AANA 
N FEFEEEEE 


1A 
nT 
it 
\ 


f 
f 


i 
i 


, ‘ae ee 5 We create biodiverse SERRE cations one ak = 
* ae gs it, that change with the-seasons and develop over time Se - 


oe ey Www.tapestryverticalgardens.com 


Garden Design: John Davies Landscape 
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Book reviews, the crossword and Alice Vincent 
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covdiors Island, accessible 
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Brooklyn, is One of the public parks 


featured in New York Green by 
photographer Ngoc Minh Ngo, a. he 
reviewed on 
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Encounters with Britain's Most Successful Wild Plants 


COMMON OR GARDEN 
by Ken Thompson 


Profile Books, £14.99 
ISBN 978-1800811447 


This illustrated, spotters guide to Britains 50 
most successful wild plants explores both their 


cultural and horticultural significance. 


Reviewer Max Crisfield is a professional gardener, writer and teacher. 


In his latest book, Common 
or Garden, author, journalist 
and plant scientist Dr Ken 
Thompson eschews the rare 
and the rarefied in favour of 
the everyday, seeking out a 
definitive roster of the most 
successfully adapted and 
widespread of Britain's 
wild plants. The result is 
a comprehensive, authoritative, 
and often surprisingly 
witty compendium. 

In the early chapters 
Thompson sets out his 
stall, asserting why rarity is 
often overvalued and why 
‘commonness (unlike rarity) 
really is a rare and rather 
exceptional quality: He then 
zones in on each of his 50 
selections, stating their case 
as A-grade ‘commoners. From 
nettles to ragwort, from dog 
roses to creeping thistles, 
Thompson champions nature's 
underappreciated survivors, 
exploring how they manage 
to thrive in an ever more 
unpredictable world. 

To achieve this, he employs 
a deft combination of grown-up 
botany, historical back story and 


obscure folklore. This broad 
approach results in 
some horticultural gems. For 
example, did you know that the 
pith of the common elder is 
used to make fishing floats? 
That common ivy and the 
geckos footpad share similar 
adhesive properties? That a 
single road verge might boast 
more than 30 separate species 
of dandelion? Or that the 
distinctive smell of newly mown 
hay derives from a vanilla- 
scented compound called 
coumarin? No, me neither. 
Common or Garden is, 
like its subject, the kind of book 
you might pass by in pursuit of 
more exotic fare. I urge you not 
to. What Thompson manages 
to pull off here is quite the 
conjuring trick, making the 
familiar seem newly minted 


and the overlooked, unmissable. 


That he does so with such 

a light touch is part of the 
appeal. As are the deceptively 
simple (yet rather striking) 
illustrations by Sarah Abbott. 
An engaging and edifying read 
that might just convert you to 
the common cause. 


NEW YORK 
GREEN 


NEW YORK GREEN: 
DISCOVERING THE CITY’S 
MOST TREASURED PARKS 
AND GARDENS 

by Ngoc Minh Ngo 


Artisan Books, £25 
ISBN 978-1648290732 


A beautifully photographed and useful guide to 


New York city’s nature reserves as well as some 


of its gardens, parks and best-kept secrets. 


Reviewer Tim Richardson is a garden writer and critic. 


There are already at least half 

a dozen New York garden 
guides residing on my shelves - 
but this is a welcome update, as 
such books date quickly. The 
photographer-author, a resident 
of the city, has ferreted out a 
good number of lesser-known 
gardens and parks. 

Several new parks and public 
spaces have opened in the past 
decade, many of them on the 
banks of the Hudson River in 
former industrial zones. Here 
we learn about Gantry Plaza 
State Park in Long Island 
City, the wilder Hunter's Point 
South Park and Pier 26, a 
sequence of designed ecological 
habitats opened in 2020. It is 
extraordinary to understand 
the scale of places such as 
Hunter Island (now a peninsula) 
and Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge, which harbours some 
60 butterfly species and 330 
different bird species. 

Garden history does not 
loom particularly large, but it 
was good to learn more about 
the Heather Garden at Fort 
Tryon (next to the better-known 
Met Cloisters), designed by 


FL Olmsted of Central Park 
fame, while there is a useful 
description of that curious 
old survivor, the Bartow-Pell 
Mansion, out in the Bronx. 

Of course, ‘secret’ or ‘hidden’ 
gardens are a must-have in a 
book such as this. The author 
reveals to us the unlikely success 
of the Lotus Garden, built on 
a parking garage roof. And she 
maintains that Tudor City 
Greens, a one-acre park 
at the far eastern end of 42nd 
Street, is possibly the city’s 
best-kept garden secret. 

There are two places to 
which I will be heading on my 
next visit, thanks to this book. 
The first is the memorial to 
Franklin D Roosevelt on 
Roosevelt Island, complemented 
by a simple avenue of lime trees. 
The second is Fort Tilden, at 
the far end of the Rockaway 
Peninsula. Formerly an army 
missile base, it is now an 
unworldly scene of overgrown 
bunkers, silos and gun batteries 
with fine views. The name given 
to the spot by the indigenous 
Canarsee people translates 
as ‘place of waters bright. 


UPROOTING 


UPROOTING: FROM THE 
CARIBBEAN TO THE 
COUNTRYSIDE — FINDING 
HOME IN AN ENGLISH 
COUNTRY GARDEN 

by Marchelle Farrell 


Canongate, £16.99 
ISBN 978-1838858674 


This full-hearted memoir digs deep into the 
psychological effects of gardening, not least 


its power to make you feel grounded. 


Reviewer Claire Masset is a writer and publisher. 


How does one gain a sense of 
belonging in a foreign land? 
What does it mean to feel 
rooted? What, in short, is 
home? Such questions lie at 
the heart of this emotive 
memoir by first-time author 
Marchelle Farrell, who left her 
native Trinidad and Tobago as 
a teenager to study and then 
settle in the UK. ‘T left the 
islands that birthed me in 
search of secure grounding, 
she writes. The question 

is: has she found it? 

Farrell is a psychiatrist 
and psychotherapist and her 
book is infused with the kind 
of deep introspection you 
would expect from a 
professional in this field. As 
an amateur gardener, she uses 
her plot as the lens from 
which to consider her 
connection to place, people 
and planet. While doing so, 
she unravels a knot of past 
hurts and present emotions. 
At times these feel universal, 
at other times, strikingly 
personal. Often, they offer 
a vivid window into the sense 
of alienation that her Black 


diaspora forebears and 
contemporaries have endured 
and still experience today. 
While Farrell’s country 
garden provides the backdrop 
to her reflections, world- 
changing events such as the 
pandemic and the murder of 
George Floyd reactivate past 
traumas. And yet, she realises 
that: “The garden is my safety 
valve, where darkly entangled 
feelings that I cannot even 
always name can be poured 
into the soil’ Her plot offers 
solace during the long months 
of lockdown. Slowly it works 
its magic, reactivating ‘some 
deep remembering of 
relationship with the land. 
Farrell's prose is a tad 
overwrought, her use of 
simile and metaphor a little 
overdone, but one cannot fault 
her candour and depth of 
thought and analysis, or the 
significance of her story. This 
book will chime with many of 
the countless gardeners who 
have found comfort and 
connection — that sense of 
‘having come home’ - in the 
simple act of tending the soil. 


DOWNTOOLS BOOK REVIEWS 


The Gardener’s 


Guide to 
Prairie Plants 


THE GARDENER'’S GUIDE 
TO PRAIRIE PLANTS 
by Neil Diboll and Hilary Cox 


University of Chicago Press, £27.45 
ISBN 978-0226805931 


Years of experience have gone into creating this 


ultimate guide to making a prairie garden and 


choosing the prairie perennials they contain. 


Reviewer Noel Kingsbury is a planting designer, writer and educator. 


The profile of North 
American prairies and their 
outstandingly diverse flora has 
been rising for some years 
now. Once simply a name for 
a habitat - with associations 
of bleakness and intensive 
agriculture — ‘prairie’ has 
come to mean big, late- 
flowering perennials, majestic 
grasses and a wild aesthetic. 
Some Americans may 
well wonder why northern 
European gardeners are so 
obsessed with this part of 
their flora. The answer is 
partly ‘nothing new. 
Europeans seized on this 
rich flora well over a century 
ago, recognising something 
that our own flora largely 
lacked — vigorous late- 
flowering plants that 
flourished on fertile soils. 
This book is the ultimate 
guide to the plants of 
the tallgrass prairie. A 
collaboration between 
a botanist and landscape 
designer and a man who has 
spent his life growing prairie 
plants, it covers the basics of 
what a prairie is, and how to 


AUGUST 2023 


go about creating one. 

Core to its success, however, 
is the most thorough plant 
directory of pretty well any 
book I have seen. Hilary Cox’s 
botanical knowledge and skill 
set is brought together with 
Neil Diboll’s decades of 
planting experience. 

There is a heading for Life 
Expectancy (almost unknown 
in most garden books), for 
Root Type (although 
personally I think this could 
have been finessed a lot more), 
Aggressiveness and Deer 
Palatability. This is just the 
kind of information that 
professional designers in 
particular yearn for. There 
are also photographs of the 
plants emerging in spring 
and, very often, of seedlings as 
well; invaluable for a planting 
feature that is often created 
from seed. I cannot think of 
any other book that provides 
this level of information. 

A book not just for makers of 
prairies but also for all lovers of 
the exuberant North American 
grassland flora that dominates 
our late-season borders. 
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DOWNTOOLS BOOK REVIEWS 


ENGLAND’S GARDENS: 
A MODERN HISTORY 
by Stephen Parker 


Dorling Kindersley, £25 
ISBN 978-0241611579 


A lavishly illustrated overview of English 


garden history, which brings a fresh style 


and offers a contemporary update. 


Reviewer Marion Mako is a writer, garden historian and tour leader. 


Do we need another book on 
English garden history? My 
bookshelves are groaning with 
offerings produced since the 
1960s. Stephen Parker invites us 
to use this book ‘as a buffet of 
information with short chapters 
covering a diversity of subjects 
from English Formal Baroque to 
The Natural City, punctuated 
with case studies of gardens 
illustrating these features. 
Modern history here begins 
with Henry VII and anything 
preceding this is described as the 
hortus conclusus, a somewhat 
derisory description. But 
Parker's writing is pacy and 
laden with facts and snippets. 
From the plant hunters, and 
collection of almost 2,000 
orchids grown by Loddiges’ 
nursery, which predated Kew’s 
Palm House by some 28 years, 
to the Blathwayt family’s small 
arboretum created near Bath in 
conjunction with the many 
suffragettes they harboured, 
there are garden history nuggets 
to be discovered here. Parker 
really seems to relish the 
salaciously suggestive 
landscaping at Sir Francis 


Dashwood’s West Wycombe 
garden as well as comparing 
Elton John to a Rococo 
character. As one would expect 
with an updated history, social 
inequality and the fact that many 
of the landed gentry’s gardens 
were created on the proceeds of 
slavery are addressed here, but I 
would have liked more mention 
of other estates linked to colonial 
profiteering, such as William 
Beckford’s Fonthill Splendens. 

The high-quality images, 

a mixture of contemporary 
photographs and archival 
illustrations, populate the text 
on every page, as do many 
quotations. Although the irony 
of: “The most magical moment 
in gardens is on the cusp of 
chaos’ placed opposite an aerial 
shot of the immaculately 
un-chaotic The Newt garden 
was not lost on me. 

Once I got past my irritation 
that the bibliography is only 
available online, possibly 
because it’s so extensive, the 
resounding conclusion is that 
yes, there is room for another 
book, either as a refresher or an 
introduction to the newcomer. 
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From the story of a Cotswold garden through the eyes and 
nose of a poet, to advice on preserving your garden's bounty. 


USES 


tall ‘by . 
_ the Nose 


THE ALLOTMENT 
DAVID CROUCH 
JUIN WARD 


joan by OLAS La 


COMPACT TREES 
AND SHRUBS 


LED BY THE NOSE: 

A GARDEN OF SMELLS 

by Jenny Joseph 

Souvenir Press, £9.99 

ISBN 978-1800818125 
Reissued memoir that is 
shaped by the scents over the 
course of a year in the Cotswold 
garden of the late poet. 


THE ALLOTMENT 

by David Crouch and Colin Ward 
Little Toller Books, £16 

ISBN 978-1915068231 

New edition of this classic study 

that includes oral recordings of plot- 
holders and descriptions of regional 
variations in these sanctuaries. With 
an introduction by writer Olivia Laing. 


IN THE HERBARIUM 

by Maura C Flannery 

Yale University Press, £25 

ISBN 978-0300247916 
Fascinating insight into how 
herbaria (collections of 
preserved plant specimens) help 
to illuminate the past and future 
of plant science. 


COMPACT TREES & SHRUBS 
by Duncan Coombs 

The Crowood Press, £30 

ISBN 978-0719842191 
Highlights a range of small trees 
and compact shrubs for gardens 
with plenty of advice on growing 
and incorporating them into your 
garden design. 


THE PRESERVING GARDEN 

by Jo Turner 

Thames & Hudson, £19.99 

ISBN 978-1760762865 

Stylish guide to enjoying the 
bounty available from the garden 
all year round. Features more than 
AO crops with growing notes and 
preserving advice. 


© = Medical 
™ Research 


Support life-changing Foundation 


medical research. 


vin Research 
Bakers 


Many diseases have been cured thanks to medical 
research, but some areas of health are still in desperate 
need of support. 


Hold a charity bake sale 
with a scientific twist. 


Scan the QR 
code to find 
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Wooden Doorstops 
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Charles Over Chairs &-Hatfield Table 
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Dont just read Gardens Illustrated... 


Listen to it too 


Discover our new podcast with top garden guests 
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Listen to 
Talking Gardens 


by scanning this QR code 
with your phone camera 


ink.chtbl.com/TalkingGardens 


PODCAST IMAGE BY JASON INGRAM 
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ANDREW MONTGOMERY 
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Fergus Garrett JekkaMcVicar Charlie Harp James Wong 

Head gardener, Great Dixter Herb expert, plantswoman _ Head gardener, Knepp Castle Ethnobotanist, broadcaster 
House & Gardens and grower Walled Garden and houseplant expert 
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RICHARD BLOOM 

LYDIA GOLDBLATT 
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Sarah Price Tom Stuart-Smith — Alice Vincent Troy Scott Smith 
Award-winning Internationally renowned Garden writer, author and Head gardener, Sissinghurst 
garden designer garden designer Gardens Illustrated columnist Castle Garden 
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You can find Talking Gardens on Apple Podcasts, Google, Spotify, Acast 
and all good podcast providers. Subscribe so you never miss an episode. 


BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT 
VERSION 


You can buy printed 
issues of the magazine 
published up to six 
issues ago at 

or see below 
for details. 


DIGITAL 
VERSION 


Save money 
when you 
subscribe to 
the digital 
edition — 


see|page 24 
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CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.99 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 
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GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete this form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, PO Box 
3320, 3 Queensbridge, Northampton NN4 7BF (You may photocopy this form). 


SINGLE ISSUES 


| would like to order. copy/copies of issue(s), 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

UK — £5.79 per copy (UK - £6.99 per copy 

EU - £6.49 per copy TJEU- £799 per copy 

Rest of world — £7.49 per copy DiRest of world - £8.99 per copy 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


would like to order slipcase(s) 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
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Rest of world — £10.80 each DRest of world - £12 each 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 
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Our Media Ltd for £ 
C1! would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 
Visa (J Mastercard () 


OOO OOOO CULO UU 
Expiry date Oooo Issue no. (if shown) LIL] 


Signature Date 


oo00 


000 


YOUR DETAILS 


Forename 


KEEP IN TOUCH 
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Please tick here if you would like to receive these 
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ACROSS 

1 Make fun of, initially, little plant 
with prickly foliage and stems in 
Dipsacus genus (6) 

5 Period of weather unexpected in 
spring? Produces chilled Antirrhinum, 
in short (4,4) 

9 Plum-like fruit - good to mature (4) 
10 Small succulent fruit — put in the 
ground, we hear (5) 

11 Part ofa plant ... it transpires! (4) 
12 Genus of tropical frangipani plant - 
from Lima, Peru maybe (8) 

14 Seed coverings of wood sorrel 
(Oxalis) plants — sort of lairs (5) 

15/29 Common name for Solidago 
canadensis (9) 

16 Daisy-like Coreopsis’s common name 
— blood-sucking insect on pip (8) 

18 Genus of plants in Maranta family 
(many now in genus Goeppertia) - 
partly tropical at heart (8) 

21 Plants in the Arum family 

with spadices and spathes - so arid, 
maybe (6) 

23 ‘Elephant Ears’ plants with edible 
roots, aka dasheen - do put in seed 
mixture (6) 

25 Saffron is obtained from these 
autumn-flowering bulbs (8) 

26 Term for sweet potato plant cutting - 
slight mistake? (4) 

27 Clematis ‘___; white-flowering 
with red anthers — partly propagated, 
I think (5) 


28 Fortune-teller’s card almost shows 
this vegetable in Colocasia genus (4) 

30 Genus of ‘False hellebore ... arum 
vert perhaps (8) 

31 Semi-cactus dahlia with orange/pink 
flowers — ‘Beer and lemonade (6) 


DOWN 

2 A violet-mauve Phlox douglasii - 
found in three varieties (3) 

3 As plants with stalks are ... 

checked? (7) 

4 Large, flamboyant, peach-coloured 
dahlia - ‘Maze’ (9) 

5 Ribes fruit not out-of-date, we hear (7) 
6 Genus of Californian plants in aster 
family, aka “Tidy Tips’ - in display 

I arranged (5) 

7 Herbs such as common sage 

and rosemary (7) 

8 Common name for Yucca 
filamentosa (5,6) 

13 West Sussex 240-acres gardens 

with Loderi rhododendrons — produces 
slender aloe (11) 

17 Genus of blue-flowering ‘California 
lilac, aunt chose to move (9) 

19 The False indigo’ genus ... included 
in marjoram or Phaseolus (7) 

20 The burdock genus ... Irma 

cut off (7) 

22 Prickly pear genus — “Utopian? 
variety (7) 

24 Trim back topiary, say - that 

sounds rather steep! (5) 

29 See 15 across 


* Solutions to this issue’s crossword will be printed in the September issue 


SOLUTIONS TO THE SUMMER CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 6 Slugs 7 Yealm 8 Bee 10 Ipheion 11 Nettles 12 Nut 13 Grass 14 Chain 
15 Wilding 16 Syringa 18 Olive 20 Corms 21 Mow 23 Plastic 25 Lean-tos 27 Lei 


28 Mulch 29 Nodes. 


DOWN 1 Bug hotel 2 SSSI 4 Smut 5 Abelia 6 Scion 7 Yin Yang 9 Elsanta 13 Grime 
14/3 Chris Baines 15 Woodpile 16 Strulch 17 Nematode 19 Isatis 20 Cicely 22 Wasps 


24 Toms 26 Awns. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Summer ts a great time to visit this collection of glorious gardens 


ASHRIDGE HOUSE 

With 190 acres of landscaped gardens, Ashridge House is perfect for a day of 
exploring, whether you want to discover what is blooming, or wander round our 
sculpture gardens. Dogs on leads welcome. Garden tickets can be bought on site 
in the Bakehouse. 


Hertfordshire HP4 1NS |/events@ashridge.hult.edu| ||ashridgehouse.co.uk 


KELMARSH HALL AND GARDENS DYFFRYN GARDENS, NATIONAL TRUST 


Visit the Grade II*-listed gardens at Kelmarsh Hall, designed by Nancy Take a summer stroll round these 55-acre, Grade I-listed gardens. Pick 
Lancaster and Norah Lindsay; with stunning cottage garden borders, a walled up a seasonal map at the Welcome Centre and explore a diverse collection of 
garden famous for its dahlias and the beautiful fan rose garden. Open for visitors summer plants in the Fernery, Arboretum and Garden Rooms, including the 
April — September. Herbaceous Border, Paved Court and Kitchen Gardens. 


Kelmarsh, Northants NN6 9LY |[enquiries@kelmarsh.com}|kelmarsh.com| St Nicholas, Vale of Glamorgan CF5 6FZ | nationaltrust.org.uk/dyffryn-gardens 


COTTESBROOKE HALL & GARDENS BLUEBELL ARBORETUM & NURSERY 

In August our borders continue their vibrant displays with late seasonal interest Visit our tranquil, nine-acre, woodland garden full of unusual trees and 
from asters, salvias, and agapanthus. Of particular interest is our Dahlia collection: shrubs, many of which have been planted for their superb summer flowers. 
from the towering D. ‘Admiral Rawlings’ to the anemone-like form of D. ‘Blue Many of the rarities on display are available for sale from our adjoining 
Bayovw offering colour and interest as well as being a magnet for bees and butterflies. specialist plant nursery. RHS Partner Garden. 


Northampton NN6 8PF | 01604 505808 | Smisby, South Derbyshire LE65 2TA | 01530 413700 |/bluebellnursery.com 


WESTLAND LONDON 


SPECIALISTS IN ANTIQUE FIREPLACES & FINE ANTIQUES SINCE 1969 


295 WILLESDEN LANE, LONDON, NW2 SHY TEL: +44 (0) 207 739 8094 


TUBE: WILLESDEN GREEN (JUBILEE LINE) www.westlandlondon.com e-mail: westland@westlandlondon.com 


IN THE NEXT ISSUE 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


SEPTEMBER 


- A beautiful farmhouse garden with swathes 
of late-season perennials 


« The best pineapple lilies and how to grow them 
+ Inspirational planting high up in the North Pennines 


+ The Pennsylvanian estate with a modern, 
naturalistic landscape garden 


+ What I learned from volunteering at Great Dixter 
» How to source and use reclaimed materials and features 


CLAIRE TAKACS 


HARD BLOOM, CLIVE NICHOLS 


ROBERT MABIC, RIC 


ARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


G 


ON SALE 6 SEPTEMBER 


Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see[page 24 
Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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DRY SEASON 


With an eye to gardening in a hotter climate, Alice Vincent has decided to give over a 


corner of her garden to gravel planting, but how will her plants cope in their new home? 


ast week, I was taken by surprise by 

the blooming of not one but two 

‘Coral Reef’ oriental poppies. A 

resilient perennial, they've been 

blooming in the garden since I 
sowed the seeds during that enthusiastic first 
autumn here, nearly three years ago. They 
took me aback this year, because I moved 
them - and poppies famously don't like having 
their roots messed about with - out of my 
flower beds and into several inches of gravel. 
Then, they were roundly trodden on by the 
small fleet of carpenters, contractors and 
decorators who turned our shed into a garden 
studio. I'm amazed these poor poppies haven't 
been killed outright. 


Which is all to say that, yes, Iam the nervous 
custodian of a gravel garden now. Last 
summer’s drought was the breaking point: 
having dedicated the sunniest corner of the 
garden to flowers, only to watch the whole 
lot succumb to 40-degree heat, I decided to 
make a space to sit and entertain there 
instead, with planting that would stand up 
to barely any watering. I was inspired by the 
dry gardens designed by Ula Maria at her 
father’s home in Northampton and Joanna 
McKerr on her post-industrial plot in Bath, 
as well as Beth Chatto’s famous former car 
park in Essex, well-documented in her book 
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The Dry Garden. Could the same thing 
happen in Brixton? 


At the time of writing, the dry garden is eight 
weeks old and has been subjected to the first 
of the summer's droughts. I’m just about to 
start the second wave of planting in there, the 
first being a kind of kill-or-cure transplanting 
of drought-tolerant plants from the pre- 
landscaped beds: Phlomis russeliana, the 
aforementioned poppies, fennel, hollyhocks, 
sedums and a couple of roses. So far, the 
Turkish sage is looking very sorry for itself, the 
fennel is attempting a feeble Lazarus effort 
and the hollyhocks have barely grown. 


That's a big admission from a perfectionist 
gardening writer in the pages of this magazine, 
but adjusting how we garden to a changing 
climate is too important to sugar-coat. When 
I bumped into Errol Reuben Fernandes, head 
gardener at the Horniman Museum (home to 
one nascent and one very established dry 
garden) he said hed been watching my efforts 
unfurl on Instagram, and advised scattering 
seed about. This is the approach taken by 
Joanna McKerr, too. While more established 
plants freak out when plonked in gravel, seeds 
can form the deeper root structures necessary 
to funnel up water from below. Thing is, 
I am impatient. But I've decided to go in 


hard this autumn, sowing verbascum, Papaver 
cambricum and Eschscholzia californica Tvory 
Castle’ and see what happens. 


I'm also intrigued as to how the new, 
smaller fennels, Calamagrostis x acutiflora 
‘Karl Foerster’ and pinks will cope - the 
transplanted plants are rather suffering 
from the off from being dug up and 
partially abandoned while I was about a 
week post-partum. The gravel, which is in 
20mm chunks to encourage seedlings to 
prosper, has been laid on top of hardcore, 
beneath which is the same old loamy clay that 
exists everywhere else in the garden. [m 
planting some things deep enough to hit the 
soil, and others not, and seeing what happens. 


What's ironic is that ’'ve been playing around 
with dry gardening in the front of the house 
for years — there’s a fairly neglected patch of 
gravel there that I've planted alliums and 
lavender into over time and which only gets 
rainwater for sustenance. I don't even mulch 
out there; it's a total afterthought. This year, 
the lavenders are romping away, bringing 
colour and bees to the front door. As Beth 
Chatto maintained, right plant, right place. 


I've created a new little place; now I’ve just got 
to find the plants to suit it. O 
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If you love your garden, you’ll know it takes time and care to create something truly wonderful. 


That’s why we put our faith in traditional joinery techniques such as mortise and Endorsed by 
tenon joints to give our greenhouses strength and integrity. Using only the highest 


quality Western Red Cedar. Handcrafted in our Cotswold workshops. 
No wonder Gabriel Ash are the only timber greenhouses endorsed by the RH S 
Royal Horticultural Society (RHS). 


For a Free Brochure call 01242 662 926 or visit gabrielash.com 


The Classic Freestanding Greenhouses are now available to buy online. 
Our Coldframes and Accessories are also available online. 


See us at the Malvern Autumn Show (22nd - 24th September 2023). 
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